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 Several years ago the Des 
Moines Register published a 
photo of a young guy skating at 
a  skateboard park in the met-
ro. The cutline identified the 
young man as a 25-year-old. 
 My first thought was, 
“When I was 25 I was so busy 
working I couldn’t have gone 
skateboarding even if I could 
skateboard.” 
 Back in the 1960s some of us 
grew up quickly. By the time I 
was 22 I had a good (albeit low 
paying) job, was married and 
my wife and I had purchased 
our first house. By the time I 
was 24, I was a father.
 From the time I was a late 
teen I ran with an older crowd. 
Most of my friends were in 
their 20s and a few of them had 
already been discharged from 
the military. 
 What I’m saying is that 
while I still did some stupid 
things back then, I was a hard 
worker and had quickly be-
come a responsible (boring) 
family man. And I was fine 
with that.
 When I was 33 I was promot-
ed to advertising director of 
the Sioux City Journal. Some 
of my older co-workers told me 
I was the youngest person ever 
to be named to that position at 
The Journal. I can’t prove that 
and it makes no difference be-
cause I didn’t think I was all 
that young.
 Half of my sales staff was 
younger than I was and the 
other half older; most of them 
close to my father’s age. I soon 
discovered that the two groups 
were motivated in different 

ways. When it came to sales 
incentives, the younger crowd 
was most easily motivated by 
money. The older guys were 
motivated by time off. 
 My younger employees en-
joyed more active after-hours 
activities and frequently invit-
ed me to join them. 
 Several times I did join them 
but I was seldom comfortable 
doing so. I remember joining 
the younger guys for an after-
hours time at a new night club 
in town. Club management 
aimed at the younger crowd. 
The music was so loud con-
versation was difficult. One of 
my salesmen was a handsome 
young single guy and he was 
kept busy with sweet young 
things vying for his attention. 
I finally excused myself and 
went home and enjoyed supper 
with my wife and two kids.
 On another occasion I ac-
companied the younger guys to 
a night of dog racing in North 
Sioux City. I gave myself a bet-
ting limit of $20 and when I had 
won that back I quit gambling.
 One evening a WWF (now 
WWE) pro-wrestling event was 
scheduled for the Sioux City 
Auditorium and the young 
guys invited me to join them. I 
had never witnessed such and 
thought it might be fun. 
 Everyone met at my house 
where the wives spent the eve-
ning and we guys crammed 
into my bus-sized Dodge 
Royal Monaco station wagon. 
We drove to the Auditorium, 
found a good parking place and 
enjoyed an evening of “wrasse-
lin’” with lots of beer-enhanced 

cheering and jeering. 
 When we left we discovered 
I had parked in a place from 
which it was difficult to exit. 
One of the guys said, “I’ll take 
care of it!” He exited the sta-
tion wagon and began direct-
ing traffic as though he was in 
charge of traffic. With his help 
I backed out, he jumped back 
in the car and away we went.
 On the way back to my 
house we drove on the three-
quarter mile Gordon Drive 
viaduct on what was then U.S. 
Highway 20. With a car full of 
employees I was driving un-
hurriedly in the right lane. 
Another car was about to over-
take us in left right lane. One 
of the young guys exclaimed, 
“They can’t do that.” 
 He promptly stuck his rear 
end up to the window, dropped 
his pants and mooned the occu-
pants of the passing car. I sud-
denly realized how old I had 
become and worried that the 
occupants of the passing car 
might recognize us or my car. 
Everyone got a good laugh and, 
admittedly, I did too… later in 
the evening.
 I did join the younger team a 
few more times before I moved 
on but none were as exciting as 
a night of pro-wrestling at the 
Auditorium. 
 Soon enough I turned 40 and 
officially became one of the old 
guys.

 It is not a popular position 
to hold in Iowa, but I think we 
need to reimagine the way we 
do agriculture. And there are 
opportunities to act now that 
would be to the benefit of us all.
For starters, look at the ongo-
ing droughts in the American 
west. Why divert millions of 
gallons of water to agricul-
ture in the west when most 
of those crops could be grown 
right here? That would al-
low westerners to respond to 
the drought, while we use our 
great soil to produce more ac-
tual food. 
 According to experts at 
Iowa State, all of the following 
vegetables thrive in Iowa and 
could do so at scale: kale, spin-
ach, Brussel sprouts, Swiss 
chard, beets, green onions, let-
tuce, arugula, carrots, brocco-
li, cauliflower, cabbage, peas, 
beans, and radishes! We can 
grow just about everything!
 My guess is that farmers in 
the west would hate the idea 
of ending production. But how 
much are we willing to spend 
to keep them in business? They 
are being heavily subsidized 
either way. So why use up all 

the water? It would be cheaper 
and better for the planet to pay 
them NOT to grow anything.
 Farmers in the Midwest 
would hate it, too. Why? 1) Peo-
ple dislike change. 2) Farmers 
would need some new equip-
ment. 3) Growing the crops 
would be more labor intensive. 
4) It would be viewed as Com-
munist.
 But Midwest farmers may 
NEED to consider something 
different soon. Because we are 
quickly moving to electric ve-
hicles. What does that mean for 
farmers in the Midwest? Well, 
33% of all corn goes toward 
ethanol. That ethanol will not 
be needed in electric vehicles. 
The market for a third of our 
corn could disappear. Shifting 
that cropland to food produc-
tion makes a lot of sense.
 Or farmers can get on the 
solar train! Consider the fol-
lowing stats from Bill Nussey: 
 If you compare the energy 
utility of an acre of solar pan-
els to an acre of corn, the acre 
of solar wins by a landslide. 
  Each year, one acre of corn 
produces 551 gallons of etha-
nol, which is the equivalent 
of 386 gallons of gas. Using the 
average miles per gallon of a 
U.S. automobile, this equates 
to 9,691 miles driven per acre 
of corn per year.
  In Iowa, an acre of solar 
panels produces 198,870 kilo-
watt hours each year. A typi-
cal EV drives approximately 
3.6 miles per kilowatt hour. 
So, each year, an acre of solar 
panels produces enough en-
ergy for an EV to drive 710,250 

miles. This is over 70 times 
the distance the same acre 
producing corn could provide. 
  Unlike ethanol, an acre 
of solar can power anything 
attached to the grid. The 
same Iowa acre, for instance, 
could also be used to pro-
vide 18 average U.S. homes 
with electricity for the year. 
  The financial utility of re-
placing corn with solar also 
promises huge gains for farm-
ers. For example, it is not un-
common for a farmer to make 
two to three times more money 
per acre leasing to solar rather 
than planting corn. Solar also 
guarantees a steady stream of 
revenue, unlike corn which 
stands the risk of crop failure 
and price volatility.
 Nussey doesn’t even talk 
about the environmental ben-
efits of less nitrogen and phos-
phate in the water supply, and 
more of our precious soil re-
maining in place. And the red 
herrings that are constantly 
brought up about taking up 
farmland? What if we simply 
exchange the amount of land 
dedicated to ethanol for land 
dedicated to vegetables and so-
lar? Plus, solar panels are easy 
to remove. What a huge win! 
   It is well past time that we 
consider doing some things dif-
ferently when it comes to agri-
culture. Let’s get ahead of the 
curve and put our land to work 
in a better way!

Growing up fast
Arvid Huisman
Country Roads

Rethinking agriculture

 Last Saturday we picked 
up some needed medication at 
Costco.  When we got down to 
Highway 6, Helen remembered 
she had not taken the medica-
tion out of the shopping cart. 
We returned to the store.  She 
talked to the men returning the 
carts to the main area, the shop 
people, and the pharmacy, and 
no one had returned the medi-
cation.  They promised they 
would call if someone turned it 
in.
 We had lunch and resigned 
ourselves to the fact that Helen 
would have to go without the 
medication.  While we were at 
lunch, our electronic doorbell 
signaled someone was at the 
front door of our home, but I 
could not see who it was.
 When we returned home I 
checked the front door and dis-
covered someone had picked 
up the medicine and delivered 
it to our front door.
 What a relief. 
 We don’t know who it was, 
as we did not recognize the 
lady that came to the door.
 Many thanks to that un-
identified person who was so 
kind to deliver it to our house.  
 Where else could you live 
and have such a kind act.

Monday Memorial 
Day Ceremonies
 Monday morning, I attend-
ed the Memorial Day ceremo-
nies at Sharon Hill Cemetery 
in Kalona, staged by the Rich-
mond VFW, Ladies VFW Aux-
iliary, Kalona Boy and Cub 
Scouts, and the Mid-Prairie 
Marching Band.  It was a great 

day with several hundred peo-
ple in attendance.
 Commander Kevin Reece 
paid tribute to those who have 
given their lives in the various 
wars.  He also paid tribute to 
those Gold Star families who 
had sacrificed a son or daugh-
ter in the various battles.  He 
noted that over 790,000 mem-
bers of the armed forces, from 
the American Revolution to 
the conflicts in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, have given their 
lives for our freedom.
 The VFW Ladies Auxiliary 
laid a wreath on the Tomb of 
the Unknown Solider and a 
member of the VFW placed a 
bouquet of flowers on the tomb.  
The area Cub Scouts placed 
miniature flags at each corner 
of the Tomb of the Unknown 
Solider.  The Mid-Prairie band 
provided music by playing the 
Battle Hymn of the Republic 
and Star-Spangled Banner.
 The VFW firing squad gave 
a 21-gun salute and the ceremo-
nies ended with someone play-
ing Taps in the distance.
 It’s a shame more people 
weren’t in attendance to wit-
ness the impressive ceremo-
nies.  Similar ceremonies 
were held at other cemeteries 
in Richmond, Riverside, Lone 
Tree and many other commu-
nities.

Many thanks

BLINDSIDE
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