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Some people provide
food for your body; some
people provide food for
your soul. Bob and Steph-
anie Newton provide
both. They are a ministry
based out of small-town
Winfield, but their min-
istry goes way beyond.
They have been in minis-
try since 1994 when they
became youth pastors,
then went into full time
ministry in 2006.

“We have been trav-
eling the United States
for years and in 2023 it
moved into missionary
work beginning in Afri-
ca. We have now been to
Africa twice, Argentina,
Philippines, and Mexico,
with more to come,” said
Stephanie, adding, “we
are going back to the
Philippines, Argentina,
and Germany next year!
In the future, we will be
traveling to more coun-
tries overseas, helping to
start churches, starting
Bible colleges, and sup-
porting orphanages.”
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to reach those with the
same problem and give
them hope. He calls
himself a “Hope Dealer,”
explained Stephanie.
When asked to de-
scribe what their mis-

travel there and the tasks
that need to be done and
what they desire to ac-
complish while there.
Most days are spent
ministering to the locals,
visiting churches, visit-
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making two trips to Africa plus trips to Argentina, Mexico and the

Philippines. (Photo submitted)

nations to support them.
“Both times we went

to Africa, we took nine
suitcases full of clothes,
shoes, outdoor toys and
school supplies. They ap-
preciate anything you do-
nate. It is very rewarding
to see the smiles and get
hugs from the children
that are thankful for re-
ceiving gifts.”

Stephanie said she will
try almost anything as far
as food goes. Goat and Af-
rican foods are her favor-

Bathroom facilities are
something Stephanie said
she had to get used to.
Outhouses are still used
although they are differ-
ent than what we know
as an outhouse. In Africa,
they have a wooden shed
with a hole in the ground
or a slab of cement. In
Mexico or the Philippines,
they have a woodshed
with a hole in the cement
also or they may have a
porcelain toilet with no lid
or seat. And don’t forget

31 years, but there is one
image that has stuck with
Stephanie. While visiting
the slums of Nairobi, Ke-
nya, a small naked 3-year-
old girl was running
around after playingin a
sewer creek. That image
sums up the conditions in
which they live.

She said they also had
to have bodyguards while

| walking through there as

one man had a machete
and jumped on the back
of their van. “You want
to help everyone, but you
just can’t. You just do
what you can.” Stephanie
said.

When giving advice to
anyone wanting to go on
a mission trip, Stephanie
says, “Everyone should
go on one! It will change
your life!” But she ad-
vises people to go with
someone experienced as
you are vulnerable and it
can be dangerous. “Itis
definitely not for the faint
of heart, but very reward-
ing.”
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