The Wildcats, who
lost to Louisa-Muscatine

by ACE HENDRICKS

The Columbus
Volleyball season came
to end on October 22
in a 2A Region One

Quarterfinal against
Bellevue, but not before
the Lady  Wildcats

had won a first round
match against Louisa-
Muscatine in a contest
Columbus had hosted on
October 20.

With the loss the
Wildcats finished with
an overall record 11-
16. Bellevue moved to
16-10, and moved on to
face Cascade (18-12) in
a Region One Semifinal
contest at Bellevue on
October 27.

SUCCESSFUL
SENIOR GROUP
The loss to the
Comets ended  the
high  school careers
of Columbus seniors
Jocelyn Hernandez,

Jessica Del Rio, Daniela
Diaz, Addison Marin,
Hailey Wellington, and
Kennedy Woepking.
Those six seniors

were a part of a program

that won 11 contests
this season and in 2024,
the most since the 2020
squad won 12; had
back-to-back double
digit winning seasons,
something that hasn’t
happened since at least
prior to 2008.

Also, this was the
second consecutive year
that the Wildcats had

reached the Regional
Quarterfinals, the best
postseason showing

since the 2020 season.

The second place
finish by the Lady
Wildcats, with its 7-1
record in the SEISC
North  Division, was
the best record for the
program since, again, at
least 2008.

LOUISA-
MUSCATINE
Hosting  the  first
round matchup, the
Wildcats rolled to a
three-set victory over
North Division opponent
Louisa-Muscatine, 25-

21, 25-18, 25-20, in front
ofan energetic Columbus
crowd on October 20.

back on August 25,
beat the Falcons for the
second consecutive time
this season, and move to
11-14. Louisa-Muscatine
finishes their season at
14-13.

Zai Par brought her A
game from serve as she
led the Lady Wildcats
from the back row, going
21-21 with five Aces.
The Wildcats as a team
were 69-75 from serve, a
strong 92.0% with seven
Aces.

Jocelyn Hernandez
was 13-13 from serve,
and Daniela Diaz was
11-11; both played major
roles in other parts of the
match for Columbus.

Hernandez had 20
digs, and Diaz had 33
assists and recorded
seven digs. Hernandez
had two kills. Par, along
with  her tremendous
night from serve, had 11
digs, and an assist.

Kennedy Woepking
was all over the court for
the Wildcats, leading the
way with 14 kills, and

tied with Hernandez with
20 digs. She was 9-10
from serve with an Ace,
and had an assist.

Jessica Del Rio had
nine kills, eight digs, and
was 7-10 from serve.
Hailey Wellington had
nine kills, a dig, and a
block. Maeleigh Grimm
had two kills, a block

and a dig.
As a team the
Wildcats recorded

70 digs and 38 Kkills,
outdistancing the Falcons
in both categories, 66 to
31, respectively. Louisa-
Muscatine was  51-60
from serve (85.0%) with
seven Aces.

Madelyn Payne was
8-10 from serve with an
Ace, and a dig. Kaylee
McCullough had a block
and a dig.

STATISTICS

Assists: Daniela Diaz
33, Zai Par 1, Kennedy

Woepking 1;
Kills: Woepking 14,
Hailey ~ Wellington 9,

Jessica Del Rio 9, Jocelyn
Hernandez 2, Maeleigh
Grimm 2, Diaz 2;

Blocks: Grimm 1,
Wellington 1, Kaylee

McCullough 1;

Digs: Hernandez 20,
Woepking 20, Zai Par 11,
Del Rio 8, Diaz 7, Madelyn
Payne 1, Wellington 1,
McCullough 1, Grimm 1;

Aces: Zai Par 5, Payne
1, Wellington 1;

Serves: Zai Par 21-21,
Hernandez 13-13, Diaz 11-
11, Woepking 9-10, Payne
8-10, Del Rio 7-10;

BELLEVUE
Hitting the road to
battle the Comets in a

Region One Quarterfinal,
the Wildcats fell to
Bellevue (16-10) in

straight sets, 10-25, 18-
25, and 14-25 on October
22.

Both teams were
outstanding from serve,
with Bellevue successful
on 95.9% (71-74), and
the Wildcats at 95.3%,
but had substantially less
attempts, 41-43. Where
the Comets dominated
was 37-18 in kills, 40-19
in assists, and a slight 53-
47 advantage on digs.

Diaz finished off her
career going 6-6 from
serve, with 17 assists,
10 digs, and a kill.
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Hernandez had 18 digs,
a perfect 7-7 from serve,
and Del Rio was 7-7
from serve, an Ace, nine
kills, five digs, an assist,
and a block.

Woepking was 10-11
from serve, with an Ace,
five digs, and four kills.
Wellington rounded out
the seniors, statistically,
with three kills.

Zai Par and Payne
had exceptional
evenings as well, with
Zai collecting eight digs,
a kill, an assist, and was
perfect from serve at
4-4; Payne was 7-8 from
serve with a dig.

STATISTICS

Assists: Diaz 17, Del
Rio 1, Zai Par 1;

Kills: Del Rio 9,
Woepking 4, Wellington 3,
Diaz 1, Zai Par 1;

Blocks: Del Rio 1;

Digs: Hernandez
18, Diaz 10, Zai Par 8,
Woepking 5, Del Rio 5,
Payne 1;

Aces: Woepking 1, Del
Rio 1;

Serve: Hernandez 7-7,
Del Rio 7-7,Diaz 6-6, Zai
Par 4-4, Woepking 10-11,
Payne 7-8.
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