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Counil proposes dangerous building ordinance

by JIM RUDISILL

Two more readings
will be needed, but a
proposed dangerous
building ordinance and
an amendment that
would permanently
extend a no-parking zone
on portions of Maple and
Second streets passed
their first readings by the
Columbus Junction City
Council during its Oct.
22 regular meeting.

The council acted
following a  public
hearing that drew no
comments.

Mayor Mark Huston
indicated the dangerous
building ordinance
was modeled after one
currently in effect in

Wapello.
“I talked with (city
clerk) Mike Delzell

down in Wapello; and
he said they’ve had that
ordinance since he has
been with the city; and
they’ve used it and have
gotten along alright,”
Huston told the council.

Included in the
proposed ordinance is the
development of a three-
member  enforcement
committee that would
be composed of the fire
chief and two council
members. The members
would be appointed by
the mayor with council
approval.

Huston said
Columbus Junction Fire
Chief Lynn Mincer had
agreed to serve on the
committee.

The proposal also
provides a definition of
an unsafe building using
five general categories:

* Various
Inadequacies,
including dilapidation,
deterioration or decay;

faulty construction;
ground removal,
movement or stability
issues; foundation

problems; or other cause
that would be likely
to lead to a partial or
complete collapse;

* Manifestly unsafe
for any reason for the
purpose it is being used;

*Ilnadequate
maintenance;

* Fire Hazard

* Abandoned for a
period in excess of six
months or whenever any
building portion remains

after  demolition
destruction.

Under the ordinance,
the owner of any
building determined
to be dangerous by the
enforcement committee
would receive a written
notice from the police
chief; and given 48 hours
or a reasonable time to
repair or demolish the
building.

The notice will also
notify the owner of the
opportunity to request
a hearing before the
council to challenge the
committee’s decision.

If the owner fails to
comply with a council
order  regarding a
deteriorated  building,
the city can authorize
the building’s demolition
or cite the owner for a
municipal infraction,
with city costs assessed
against the property.

“Basically what (this
ordinance does is) maybe
gives us a better method;
when we have houses
or buildings that are in
a condition that they
probably aren’t usable
anymore - that we have
some way to attempt to
do something about it,”
Huston said...

The ordinance
would also allow the
city to assume control
over properties in cases
where the owners fail to
maintain their buildings.

“There’s a few
landlords that maybe
aren’t as good as others
and what they do is they
rent the house out until
it turns to junk and then
they walk away; and this,
I believe, would give us
some enforcement, if
they have other assets, to
go against the owner,” he
continued.

The other proposed
ordinance change would
enact a no-parking zone
on both sides of Maple
Street from Main Street
to Second Street; and
on both sides of Second
Street from Maple Street
to Gamble Street.

The prohibition
would  continue the
current situation, which
had been implemented
after those streets were
included in a detour
route established while
the Iowa Department

or

of Transportation
completed the
Iowa  Highway 92

improvements west of
town.

The no-parking zone
was created when the
streets were included
in the detour for safety
reasons. According to
previous  discussions,
city officials said local
residents appeared to
have adjusted to the
prohibition and found
alternate parking areas.

Maintaining the
no-parking zones after
the work on Highway
92 is completed would
continue to make the
streets safer, city officials
had suggested during
those earlier discussions.

Huston said the
highway improvement
work should hopefully
be completed by mid-
November and city
officials said they plan to
complete the ordinance
changes in time so the
no-parking rules will be
seamless with the end of
the detour.

In  other action
during the meeting, the
city council received
a request from Louisa
County Ambulance
Service (LCAS)
Executive Director
Dan Conry for two
replacement  computer
tablets at an estimated
cost of up to $3,000.
Conry said the tablets are
used to develop patient
care reports and help
track a patient’s care,
beginning as soon as the
ambulance crew arrives
at the scene.

The council did
not take any action and
Conry will return at a
later meeting with more
definite cost figures.

The council also
voted 3-1, with council
member Darin  Mapel
opposed and council
members Hal Prior,
Tracy Harris and Kenan
Todd in support, to bore
new water and sewer
lines under Collins Road
to serve a residence.
The council accepted
an $8,650 bid from
Mohrfeld Electric, Fort
Madison, to complete
the work.

The property owner
will be responsible for
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the sewer line portion of
the cost, approximately
$5,425 of the anticipated
cost.

City officials also
thanked the Columbus
Day planning committee
and others for the
successful ~ Columbus
Day celebration on Oct.
11.

Officials also

reported  they  were
continuing efforts to
determine the location of
suspected roosters in the
city. Under an existing
ordinance, residents are
currently allowed to
keep a limited number
of chickens on their
property under certain
conditions.
One

of those

conditions is that no
roosters are allowed.

However, there have
been reports of roosters
crowing or being seen
in neighborhoods, but
identifying  ownership
of those birds has
been difficult, officials
reported.
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SUPERVISOR’S MINUTE
BOOK "EE"
LOUISA COUNTY, IOWA
105

October 14, 2025,

The Louisa County Board
of Supervisors met in regular ses-
sion at the Supervisor’s office.
The meeting was called to order
at 8:30 a.m. by Shawn Maine,
Chair. The following board mem-
bers were present: Kevin Hardin
and Scot Hunt. Board members
voting “AYE” unless otherwise
noted. Public attending meeting:
Randy Foor, Adam Shutt, Beth
Hardin, Phil Parsons, Bill Small,
Bryan Stephens, Richard Tim-

merman, Luann Timmerman, and
Jim Rudisill. Attended via Zoom:
Tammy Hayes, Jo Schantz, Nata-
sha Lewerke, Julie Johnson, Tim
Coleman, Angela Pinegar, and
Leah McElhinney.

Pledge of Allegiance

Motion Hunt, second Hardin,
to approve agenda for October
14th, 2025, with the amendment
to add Claims.

Motion Hardin, second Hunt,
to approve minutes for the Octo-
ber 7th, 2025, meeting.

Meetings attended: Hunt had
no meetings. Hardin attended a
couple of zoom meetings. Maine
attended the Conservation meet-
ing.

Motion Hardin, second Hunt,
to approve claims in the amount of
$3,000.00.

No public input.

The following payroll chang-
es were presented: Elizabeth Freit-
ag, Clerk, $19.50/hr.

Phil Parsons, attorney for
Richard and Luann Timmerman,
addressed the Board regarding
the Spring Street matter. He ex-
pressed appreciation that the
County declined the offer, allow-
ing the issue to be decided by the
Courts. Richard Timmerman ex-
tended an invitation to the Board
to visit the property and see the
issue firsthand. Adam Shutt raised
concern about the maintenance on

the roads during snowfall. Par-
sons noted this matter should be
discussed with JEB Farms.

Adam Shutt, Engineer, pro-
vided his weekly update.

Julie Johnson from the De-
partment of Transportation re-
viewed the assistance provided to
the Treasurer’s Office since July 1,
2025. This support included train-
ing on the online scheduling sys-
tem, language materials, and train-
ing sessions. Johnson noted that
changes are coming in 2026 with
the launch of a new DOT program
aimed at modernizing the current
system. When asked about renew-
ing driver's licenses online, she
explained that this option is avail-

able every other renewal cycle.
Beth Hardin commented that the
online scheduling system is cur-
rently taking longer than the pre-
vious method. She noted that they
continue to handle phone calls and
schedule appointments manually
when assistance is needed. Hardin
added that their team is working
hard to complete their daily tasks.

Cyndi Mears, GA, gave her
monthly update.

Curt Hartlieb, VA, gave his
monthly update.

The Board reviewed the Au-
ditor’s and the Recorder’s Quar-
terly reports.

The Board reviewed the Co-
lumbus Junction, Wapello, and the

Morning Sun Ambulance reports.
The following claims were

examined and approved:
francotyp-postalia postage ..

......................................... 3000.00

There being no further busi-
ness to come before the Board, the
meeting on

motion adjourned at 9:21
a.m.

/s/ Susan Schnedler, Auditor,
/s/ Shawn Maine, Chairman of
Board
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