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might not personally agree with. Everyone 
has a right to his/her own opinions, but it’s 
important to remember that there’s a time and 
place to share them. Unfortunately, in a small 
town where nearly everyone knows everyone, 
each of us represents our place of business or 
our organization whether we realize it or not. 
Public comments, especially on social media, 
can impact the community and the workplace, 
so we need to think about the bigger picture 
and how our words could be perceived and 
how they affect those around us, A board/
council member must remember that the good 
of the community must come before personal 
opinions and grievances.

1. Please 
tell us a little 
bit about 
y o u r s e l f 
and your 
ties to the 
community. 
If you could 
ttach a 
h e a d s h o t 
that would be 
great! 

My name is Katie Sparrow, and for the 
past eight years, Columbus Junction has 
truly become my home. I am engaged to Bill 
Bright, and together we are raising a blended 
family of six wonderful boys—my sons 
Garrett (22) and Ethan (20), and Bill’s sons 
Logan (21), Jase (10), and Andrew (31), who 
lives in Georgia. Originally from Salem, IA, 
and a proud 1997 graduate of Mt. Pleasant 
Community High School, I have grown 
deeply invested in the unique spirit of this 
community. Columbus Junction is not just 
where I live—it is where I want to help build 
an even stronger, more vibrant future for all 
of us. My commitment is to work tirelessly 
to make our city a place where every family 
can thrive, every child feels safe, and every 
resident feels proud to call home.

2.	 What are the top three things that 
need fixed/addressed with in our city? What 
do you think is currently going well in our 
community? 

The top 3 things that I feel need to be 
addressed are 1) The streets, and not just 
that they are long overdue for repaving, but 
also the speed of traffic on 2nd, Gamble, and 
Colton. These streets have been turned into 
drag strips by many people, and with the 
number of children that walk to and from 
school and that just live on these streets, I 
feel we need to figure out a better way to slow 

people down, whether it is better patrolling 
of these streets, or digital speed signs added, 
and also I would like to see that our streets 
get cleaned up as the downtown area and 
even the curbs of the other streets could all 
use a good cleaning, with our street sweeper. 
2) The status of the waterlines throughout all 
of Columbus Junction, this last spring, early 
summer when we had a number of waterline 
breaks and areas went days without water, I 
want to know more about the stability of the 
remainer of the lines, and when were main 
waterlines last replaced, and become more 
proactive at replacing them before we have 
another major break, I know this is not always 
possible, however it is something I want to 
research more about so something like this 
last break doesn’t happen, or at least we can 
be more prepared if does happened again. 
3) Better communication and transparency 
between the City Council, City Hall, and the 
people of the Columbus Community. 4) One 
other thing I would like to work on is building 
up the downtown, finding ways to bring in 
businesses to fill empty storefronts on Main 
Street, and working with the community to 
beautify all areas of town, in whatever way 
I can. 

3.	 What are the most pressing issues 
currently facing the success of our city?

 I feel that there are several pressing 

issues that are affecting the success of 
Columbus Junction. One of the top concerns 
that I’ve heard from almost everyone in CJ is 
the condition of our streets. I understand we 
are dealing with the detour, but it shouldn’t 
sound like vehicles colliding every time cars 
and/or semis drive down some of these streets. 
We need to be more proactive before the next 
detour in the spring, because our city streets 
cannot handle another 5/6 months of all the 
same traffic. 

4.	 If elected, what are the priority 
issues you would want to address during 
your term? 

The condition of our streets, our 
waterlines, and also understanding the city 
finances, and looking at what we can do to put 
more money into the community to help draw 
in businesses downtown. 

5.	 One of our communities’ strengths 
is our diversity. What are some ways to 
continue to incorporate the diversity of our 
community. 

The diversity in Columbus Junction 
is something that I truly love about living 
here. I would love to look into and work 
with community members on what different 
things we can do to better integrate everyone 
together. 

6.	 Communication is very important 
and the perception that our council is not very 

transparent with community 
members. How can you 
change that perception 
moving forward? What are 
some ways to improve the 
communication process? 

I want people in the 
community to know that I 
am always available to hear 
from them. I will create an 
email that anyone within the 
community can use to reach 
out and contact me when they 
have concerns or questions. 
I am a very approachable 
person and am someone who 
wants to help, and if being on 
City Council and speaking 
up for those who don’t feel 
comfortable speaking in 
front of others, I want to be 
their voice. I think that when 
people move into a smaller 
community, they see that if 
you weren’t born or raised 
there, you don’t always feel 
like you have a voice, and 
I want people to know that 
I can be that voice for them 
and help make a difference in 
Columbus Junction. 

7.	 Can you explain 
where the money to fund our 
town comes from? What are 
your budget priorities?  

Our city generates a 
significant portion of its 
income from property taxes, 
sales & use taxes, and 
monthly utility bills. I want 
to look at our city budget and 
see where we sit on where 
else our income is possibly 
coming from, and also, 
are we collecting past due 
utility bills, are we collecting 
everything we should, and 
utilizing our income the best 
way possible, or otherwise 
we might be missing out on 
possible income we could be/
should be receiving. 

8.	 What role should 
the community play in 
supporting our school 
district and the education of 
our children? 

I think that our 
community does a great job 
of supporting our school 
district. This has been a 
rather difficult fall season for 
our football team, but in the 
past, I think our community 
has always shown up for all 
sports, musical, and theatrical 
performances for our kids, 
which I think is amazing!!

9.	 How do you, as a 
board member, feel about 
negative comments from 
either employees or teachers 
about the city or school 
which you are employed at 
on Facebook for all to see?       

I have always felt that no 
matter what your position at 
any company is, when you 
decide to speak ill of your 
employer or make negative 
comments on any online 
platform, you should be 
prepared for any consequence 
that comes from it. Some 
things are better dealt with in 
private and not shared with 
the world. 

KATIE SPARROW
Candidate for City Council


