The Columbus Gazette
Wednesday, October 22, 2025

might not personally agree with. Everyone
has a right to his/her own opinions, but it’s
important to remember that there’s a time and
place to share them. Unfortunately, in a small
town where nearly everyone knows everyone,
each of us represents our place of business or
our organization whether we realize it or not.
Public comments, especially on social media,
can impact the community and the workplace,
so we need to think about the bigger picture
and how our words could be perceived and
how they affect those around us, A board/
council member must remember that the good
of the community must come before personal
opinions and grievances.

KATIE SPARROW

Candidate for City Council

1. Please
tell us a little
bit about
yourself
and  your
ties to the
community.
If you could
ttach a
headshot
that would be
great!

My name is Katie Sparrow, and for the
past eight years, Columbus Junction has
truly become my home. I am engaged to Bill
Bright, and together we are raising a blended
family of six wonderful boys—my sons
Garrett (22) and Ethan (20), and Bill’s sons
Logan (21), Jase (10), and Andrew (31), who
lives in Georgia. Originally from Salem, 1A,
and a proud 1997 graduate of Mt. Pleasant
Community High School, 1 have grown
deeply invested in the unique spirit of this
community. Columbus Junction is not just
where I live—it is where I want to help build
an even stronger, more vibrant future for all
of us. My commitment is to work tirelessly
to make our city a place where every family
can thrive, every child feels safe, and every
resident feels proud to call home.

2. What are the top three things that
need fixed/addressed with in our city? What
do you think is currently going well in our
community?

The top 3 things that I feel need to be
addressed are 1) The streets, and not just
that they are long overdue for repaving, but
also the speed of traffic on 2nd, Gamble, and
Colton. These streets have been turned into
drag strips by many people, and with the
number of children that walk to and from
school and that just live on these streets, |
feel we need to figure out a better way to slow

people down, whether it is better patrolling
of these streets, or digital speed signs added,
and also I would like to see that our streets
get cleaned up as the downtown area and
even the curbs of the other streets could all
use a good cleaning, with our street sweeper.
2) The status of the waterlines throughout all
of Columbus Junction, this last spring, early
summer when we had a number of waterline
breaks and areas went days without water, I
want to know more about the stability of the
remainer of the lines, and when were main
waterlines last replaced, and become more
proactive at replacing them before we have
another major break, [ know this is not always
possible, however it is something I want to
research more about so something like this
last break doesn’t happen, or at least we can
be more prepared if does happened again.
3) Better communication and transparency
between the City Council, City Hall, and the
people of the Columbus Community. 4) One
other thing [ would like to work on is building
up the downtown, finding ways to bring in
businesses to fill empty storefronts on Main
Street, and working with the community to
beautify all areas of town, in whatever way
I can.
3. What are the most pressing issues
currently facing the success of our city?
[ feel that there are several pressing

issues that are affecting the success of
Columbus Junction. One of the top concerns
that I’ve heard from almost everyone in CJ is
the condition of our streets. I understand we
are dealing with the detour, but it shouldn’t
sound like vehicles colliding every time cars
and/or semis drive down some of these streets.
We need to be more proactive before the next
detour in the spring, because our city streets
cannot handle another 5/6 months of all the
same traffic.

4. If elected, what are the priority
issues you would want to address during
your term?

The condition of our streets, our
waterlines, and also understanding the city
finances, and looking at what we can do to put
more money into the community to help draw
in businesses downtown.

5. One of our communities’ strengths
is our diversity. What are some ways to
continue to incorporate the diversity of our
community.

The diversity in Columbus Junction
is something that I truly love about living
here. 1 would love to look into and work
with community members on what different
things we can do to better integrate everyone
together.

6. Communication is very important
andthe perception that our council is not very

transparent with community
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