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director Todd Heck suggested there were
problems when the board discussed the
proposed agreement. “The athletic field
is not where we want it to be,” Zuniga
said.

Zuniga said she had talked with the
school’s attorney earlier in the day and
indicated a key requirement for the dis-
trict was to develop a scope of work for
the company.

Heck agreed and distributed copies of
acontractor registration form and a scope
of work document he suggested needed
to be incorporated into any agreement.

The packet included reasons why a
scope of work is essential and a template
of a scope of work for Iowa school dis-
tricts. A scope of work aims to:

B Establish clear expectations,

B Promote accountability and effi-
ciency,

W Provide legal protection,

M Ensure quality and success and

W Manage resources effectively

Following the meeting, Heck provid-
ed copies of Krafka’s previous quotes.
According to those quotes and previous
reports, the board approved a $50,000
laser grade and seeding project at its
April 28 meeting and a $70,000 irrigation
system proposal at a March 24 meeting
with the company.

Prior to those approvals, the board
had also accepted a $76,500 engineering
agreement with Beck Engineering, Inc.,
of Spirit Lake and a $352,333 bid from
Triple B Construction of Wilton for
drainage,excavation, fencing and related
work on the field.

According to the information Heck
provided, the total project costs now
total $558,281. If the board eventually
approves the $80,000 maintenance
proposal from Krafka, the total cost will
increase to $638,281.

In other action

B The board approved several hires
and resignations. Among the new hires
were Hannah DeWolf, mentor teacher;
Tom McGehearty, mentor teacher;
Tamela Olson-Riley, long-term ESL sub;
Tammy Blakley, L2 Special Education

(SPED) high school associate; and Mer-
ari Lagunas, Jumpstart associate.

M Resignations accepted were Wen-
dy Watson, Building Leadership Team
member and mentor teacher; Nicole
Kitchen, mentor teacher; and Michelle
Tolub, mentor teacher.

B The board also accepted a $53,027
bid from Mincer Ford of Columbus Junc-
tion for a 2026 Ford F250 pickup with
snow blade. Phillips indicated that, with
the vehicle purchase, he and other school
staff should be able to handle most snow
removal, although he did acknowledge
that outside help might be needed for
large storms.

W The board also approved the first
reading of several updated board policies.

H Three out-of-state travel requests
were also approved. These included a
request from the FFA to attend its national
convention in Indianapolis, IN from Oct.
28 to Nov. I; another from the Family
Consumer Science and Work-Based
Learning to go to Moline, Illinois, for
Junior Achievement on Dec. 16; and a
third from the Special Education Strat
2 program to travel to Rock Island,
Illinois, on Dec. 14 to attend a Circa 21
Dinner Playhouse presentation of “White
Christmas.”

W The board also agreed to provide
influenza shots for staff and to pay for
any not covered by insurance.

W A $155,464 allowable growth and
supplement aid request to the School
Budget Review Committee to cover
the district’s negative special education
balance from the previous year was also
approved by the board.

B The board also welcomed newly
appointed member Darin Mapel, who
took his oath of office on Sept. 2.

B The administrative staff also provid-
ed updates either in person or through a
written report.

In his written report, activity director
Michael Aragon reported Homecoming
was shaping up to be a success. He said
broad community partnerships were help-
ing to make a memorable event.

In her report, director of learning Liz
Goodwin said the district’s Professional
Learning Communities were active, with

team focusing on prioritizing standards,
aligning assessments and planning in-
terventions.

While Phillips had already provided
some updates on buildings and grounds,
he also reported that a backlog of work
orders had been significantly reduced.
He told the board the transportation and
nutrition services had been operating well
and said technology upgrades were being
continued.

Elementary principal Cassie Stewart
said there had been a strong start to school
at Roundy. She also reported new and
renewed efforts to meet the student needs;
and using fall testing assessments to plan
interventions.

Asimilar focus on testing, assessments
and intervention is happening at the sec-
ondary level, principal Paul Kissell said.
The K-12 evaluation cycles have been
streamlined; and attendance policies have
been updated to meet new state standards,
he said.

In his report, Superintendent Michael
Volk said a structural assessment of the
middle school had recently been complet-
ed by Raker Rhodes Engineering and a
comprehensive report would be issued in
the coming weeks. He also highlighted
the work of the District Leadership Team,
which is establishing clear goals, norms
and professional development priorities.

M In final action, the board met with
teacher Tessa Pugh, Louisa County
Conservation Board Naturalist Lana
Artz-McComb and Sam Hollingsworth
of Prairie Roots Landscaping in Burling-
ton, to discuss a proposal to transform the
high school courtyard into an ecologically
beneficial garden space.

According to the group’s proposal,
a footpath and outdoor classroom with
space to seat up to 20 students would be
constructed in the area, which would be
planted to a variety of prairie plants and
other vegetation.

The proposal cost of $45,714 will
hopefully be covered by volunteer la-
bor, funding assistance from the Louisa
County Soil and Water Commission and
grants, the three explained.

The board did not take any action on
the proposal.

CLASSIFIEDS

Class Action Lawsuit

IF YOU HAD KNEE
OR HIP RELPLACE-
MENT SURGERY and
suffered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with

1st shift and 2nd shift available
Production Labor positions
Various Skilled Labor positions
Tool & Die Apprenticeship opportunity

qualifying purchase. Call
1-855-954-5087 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Miscellaneous

Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installa-
tion and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-844-376-4154

S&J Tube Inc.
929 100th St. e Wapello, TA 52653

For further information
Please call 319-523-8191 ext: 208

At Louisa Communications,
we want you to LIKE the

Internet, not FIGHT it!

Miscellaneous

Does your basement or
crawl space need some
attention? Call Thrasher
Foundation Repair! A per-
manent solution for water-
proofing, failing founda-
tions, sinking concrete and
nasty crawl spaces. FREE
Inspection & Same Day
Estimate. $250 off ANY
project with code GET250.
Call 1-866-554-1730

Help Wanted-
Government

POLICE OFFICER: The
Indianola Police Depart-

ment is now accepting
applications for Police
Officer. Apply online

at this link: https://in-
dianolaiowa.applicant-
pro.com/jobs, choose
Police Officer. Deadline
10/24/2025 EQOE

For Sale: Cars/Motorcy-
cles/ATVs/Snowmobiles
$651.00 Average Payout!
For any complete vehicle
with Title/Keys Running
or Not! Cash or Check
Paid on the Spot! Free
Pick Up Call Now! (800-
277-1569)

SPECIALIZING IN:

® Concrete patios

* Concrete Sidewalks

o Concrete Driveways

® Concrete Garage Floors
o Decorative concrete

affordable
pricing!
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SPEEDS

10 mpbs
25 mpbs
50 mpbs
75 mpbs
100 mpbs

DOWNLOAD

UPLOAD
SPEEDS

3 mpbs
20 mpbs
20 mpbs
20 mpbs
20 mpbs

$39.95
$49.95
$59.95
$69.95
$79.95

» Speeds not available at all locations « Current availability limited
Requires upgraded modem. Call for details.

No Data Caps or Modem Rental Here!
We offer free hasic computer service, Ask U

UISA
COMMUNICATIONS
319-527-7636

TOLL FREE 24-7 INTERNET TECH SUPPORT 1-866-811-8769

“We’re #1
in service!l!”

Survey: lowa
pheasant

population at
20-year high

CONTRIBUTED RE-
PORT
news@mspress.net
Towa’s statewide pheas-
ant population is at a 20-
year high, and state wildlife
experts are forecasting a
banner year for hunters.
“The mild winter really
putus over the top this year,”
said Todd Bogenschutz, up-
land wildlife research biolo-

gist for the
lowa De- Pheasant
partment g"::sgs“
ORfei?fcr:Sl Jan. 10, 2026
outh on
(DNR). pheasanty
“Our adult season
hen sur- —Jlowa res-
vival was idents only,
excellent; age 15or
our adult younger
rooster Oct 18-19
survival

was excellent. That really
drove the population in-
crease.”

Bogenschutz coordinates
the annual August road-
side survey of small game
populations, covering 225
30-mile routes. The 2025
survey counted more pheas-
ants, quail, cottontail rab-
bits and partridge than last
year. The survey results are
available online by clicking
the 100 Years of Pheasant
Hunting graphic at www.io-
wadnr.gov/pheasantsurvey.

“Chick survival wasn’t
as good as last year, but we
had so many more nests
that it offset the drop in the
number of chicks per hen,”

he said. Statewide, staff
reported 1,038 pheasant
broods, which is 338 more
than last year.

“We had an early hatch
which is good because the
nesting season got wet later
and that may have impacted
chick survival or re-nesting
efforts,” Bogenschutz said.

The statewide average
of 28 birds per route is
the highest since 2005.
Regionally, the northwest
region was the highest since
2005; northeast region was
the highest since 1998; west
central similar to last year;
east central highest sense
2007; south central highest
since 2017; and southeast,
highest since 2020.

Bogenschutz said if hunt-
er participation is similar to
2023, the pheasant harvest
could be in the 600,000-
700,000 range.

“Last year was a decent
year for pheasant hunting.
2023 was a good year for
pheasant hunting. This year
could be excellent,” he said.

The Towa DNR and
Pheasants Forever are
celebrating 100 years of
pheasant hunting in the
Hawkeye State. The first
season was held Oct. 20-22,
1925, when 13 counties in
north central Towa were
opened to pheasant hunt-
ing. Hunters were allowed
a three-rooster limit, for
a half-day of hunting. An
estimated 75,000 hunters
participated.

Get local news at
home, subscribe

A FANTASTIC SHOPPING EVENT

31st ANNUAL FALL

& Cra’t‘t
SHOW

Bring this ad to Show for $1.00 off admission.

SAT, OCT. 4

HYATT REGENCY CONFERENCE CENTER
CORALVILLE, IA
JUST OFF |-80 BY EXIT 242
Saturday 8AM to 5PM

|ADM: $6.00 FREE PARKING|

"Where You Can Buy That
Quality Handmade Product."

For a chance to win $50 gift
certificates visit our facebook page
at Callahan Promotions, Inc.

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 563-357-1986

Published by Sycamore Media Corp.
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