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News 

INDEPENDENCE – 
Judyth A. Hickey, 85, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
July 29, 2025.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held on 
Monday, August 4, at 
10:30 a.m. at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in In-
dependence, Iowa. Visi-
tation will be held Sun-
day, August 3, 2025 from 
2-5 p.m. and from 9 a.m. 
until service on Mon-
day, August 4, at the Reiff 
Family Center – Funeral 
Home & Crematory in 
Independence. A Rosary 
will be said on Sunday, 
August 3, at 1:45 p.m. 
A Wake Service will be 
held at 5 p.m. on Sunday 
following the visitation.

Judyth Ann Hickey 
was born to Earl and 
Kathryn Snow in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. She mar-
ried Gary Bowser and 
had one son, Robert Earl 
Bowser. They later di-
vorced and she married 
the love of her life, Wal-
ter Hickey, on December 
16, 1962. They had two 
daughters, Mikeala Kay 
and Angala Dawn. Judy 
was an avid stock car 
driver. She was a 2013 
inductee on the Wall 
of Fame at Hawkeye 
Downs Speedway. She 
loved competing against 
her husband and son 
on the track. Together 
they owned a truck re-
pair shop called Hickeys 
Truck Service, where 
she did the books. She 
also owned a restaurant 
called Hickeys Quickies.

They left Cedar Rap-
ids to move up to Inde-
pendence, where they 
built their home togeth-
er. While Walt worked, 
Judy spent many hours 
helping build the house. 
She then opened and op-
erated a pie shop called 
Judy’s Pie Palace, where 
she made delicious pies, 
cookies, and cakes. Judy 
later retired to spend 
time with her family, 
grandkids, and great 
grandkids. Her hobbies 
throughout life beside 
stock cars were bowling, 

crafting, as well as dai-
ly journaling. She loved 
riding as she had a trike 
motorcycle which she 
drove to Sturgis with her 
husband on his Harley. 
Her belief and faith in 
God got her through her 
entire life until the very 
end. She had a wonder-
fully adventurous life.

Left to carry on her 
memory is her husband, 
Walt Hickey; daughters, 
Mikeala (Rodney) Hain 
of Palo, Iowa and Anga-
la (Jay) Lawson of Salis-
bury, North Carolina; 
grandkids; Jason (Rhon-
da) Bowser, Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa, Nick Bowser of 
Oklahoma, Josh Bowser, 
Mooresville, N.C., Jere-
my Hain of Cedar Rapids, 
Justin Hain, Troy Mills, 
Iowa, Jacob Hain of Cen-
tral City, Iowa, Brittani 
(Dean) Schnepf, Inde-
pendence, Amber Steg-
gall of North Carolina, 
and Spenser (Haleigh) 
Lawson, Apache Junc-
tion, Arizona; and 14 
great grandkids; Chris-
topher, Jaxon, Lily, Wal-
ty, Rayden, Izzy, Sierra, 
Daxton, Oaklea, Kaelyn, 
Makenna, Hannah, Sara, 
and Jace.

Judy was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Earl and Kathryn; and a 
son, Robert Earl Bowser.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be directed 
to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation.

To leave an online 
condolence please go to 
www.reifffamilycenter.
com under obituaries.

Judyth A. Hickey
May 20, 1940 — July 29, 2025these deals disappear when the Fair 

starts.
During the Fair, you’re in luck, 

save a buck. Monday-Thursday, EV-
ERY ride and game in Thrill Town 
(10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) and Thrill Ville 
(11 a.m. to 4 p.m.) is $1 off.

Value packs (save over $16) for 
select Fair favorites are still on sale 
but only available at the Iowa State 
Fair ticket office until August 6.

What’s New
Get ready for a sweet time at the 

Iowa State Fair, August 7-17, 2025! 
With 11 days of delicious food, 
heart-pumping rides, toe-tapping 
tunes and tons of family fun, there’s 
something to make sweet memo-
ries at every turn. This year, we’ve 
added even more ways to enjoy all 
11 days-so your Fair Sweet Fair can 
be even sweeter!

Find out What’s New on the 
Iowa State Fair website, https://
www.iowastatefair.org/participate/
whats-new.

Getting To The Fair
Taxis, Uber and Lyft can pick up 

and drop off at Gate 8 off Dean Ave. 
For location purposes, the address 
is 203 Rock Island, Des Moines, IA 
50317.

Buses will be directed through 
Lot A off University Ave to the 
paved road north of the Grandstand 
and drop off is located at the west 
end of Lot A (Gate 13).

On-site parking is available off 
University Ave in Lots A, B and C 
for $10. Cash and credit/debit cards 
are accepted. These lots contain 
both paved and hard-packed ADA/
Accessible Parking spaces. Bicycle 
parking is free inside Gate 11 on 
Grand Ave.

Park & Ride
Fairgoers can park their car for 

free at one of three convenient lo-
cations around the metro and catch 
a ride to the Fair. Services available 
from 8 a.m. to midnight (service to 
the Fair will end at 9 p.m. on Sun-
day, August 17).

• 7th & Center St. Park & Ride 
(830 6th Ave., Des Moines, IA 
50309)

• Iowa State Capitol (Located on 
E 12th St., between E. Grand Ave. & 
E. Walnut St.)

• Southeast Polk High School 
(7945 NE University Ave., Pleasant 
Hill, IA 50327)

The cost of each ticket covers the 
ride to the Fair and back. One-way 
tickets are available on request.

Regular (ages 10 and up) — $3
Children (6 – 10) — $1
Seniors (65 and up), Medicare 

Card Holders — $1

Children 5 and Under – Free
All buses are accessible by mobil-

ity devices. For shuttle ticket prices 
and more information about DART 
Park & Ride Services visit rideDART.
com/fair or contact DART Custom-
er Service at 515-283-8100.

Plan Your Day With The Fair 
Schedule

Planning your day or days at the 
Fair is easy with our online daily 
program and official Iowa State Fair 
App. Search by date or keyword to 
create your very own personalized 
adventure.

Plus, get ready to light up your 
night! Don’t miss the dazzling 
Drone Show presented by Travel 
Iowa, soaring over the Fairgrounds 
the first three nights-August 7, 8 
and 9! The Drone Shows will follow 
the Grandstand show each of the 
first three nights.

Getting Around The Fair
More picnic tables and shade 

structures have been installed on 
the Fairgrounds to make your visit 
more comfortable. We’ve also add-
ed a new set of stairs from the Cul-
tural Center to Fairview Hill, and 
kids of all ages will get to enjoy the 
NEW Variety Star Playground in 
Hy-Vee Fun Forest. The joint project 
between the Blue Ribbon Founda-
tion and Variety — the Children’s 
Charity of Iowa is a welcoming 
space where kids and adults of all 
abilities can laugh and explore.

Please plan accordingly for ad-
ditional walking and stay hydrated 
during your days at the Fair. Look 
for water bottle refilling stations or 
visit a water bottle station through 
the Blue Ribbon Foundation.

Shuttles for Fairgoers run from 
the First Church to the Camp-
grounds with a stop at Pioneer Hall. 
Scooter rentals are available at Gate 
8, 10, 11, 13 & 15 or can be reserved 
ahead of time through HomeTown 
Mobility.

Fair Hours
The Fair is open from 8 a.m. to 

midnight, August 7-16, and from 
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on August 17.

Most buildings are open 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

Thrill Ville is open 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m.

Thrill Zone is open 10 a.m. to 
11 p.m., weather permitting

Thrill Town for little ones is 
open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

All rides and games close at 
9 p.m. on the last night, Sunday, Au-
gust 17.

From August 7-16, be sure and 
enter the Fair before 10 p.m. On the 
last day of the Fair, August 17, enter 
before 7 p.m.

Safety
Safety is our number one priori-

ty. Please allow additional time for 
bag checks and metal detectors. 
Bags and purses are allowed but are 
subject to inspection at the gates 
and additional checks are made 
when entering the Grandstand.

NEW: The following items are 
allowed at the Iowa State Fair: small 
soft-sided coolers, outside food or 
drink, and diaper bags and back-
packs. Please refer to iowastatefair.
org/safety for items not permitted 
at Iowa State Fair, in the Grand-
stand or in Elwell Family Park.

Weather changes quickly in 
Iowa and alerts from the Nation-
al Weather Service impacting the 
Fairgrounds will be announced 
grounds-wide. Weather that could 
impact events or concerts will be 
shared directly with ticket holders 
and on social media.

In the case of an emergency, First 
Aid stations are located near the Ag 
Building and at the Service Center 
on Grand Ave. Kid find bracelets 
are available to little Fairgoers at all 
information booths, the Iowa State 
Fair Public Safety Building, in the 
Hall of Law and at the Des Moines 
Media Group booth in front of the 
Grandstand.

Tips
Wear proper clothing for August 

weather and comfortable shoes. 
Bring sunscreen and sealed bottles 
of water are allowed to carry in to 
help keep you hydrated.

Cash and credit cards are accept-
ed at all of the Iowa State Fair food 
stands and vendors.

Bags, purses and soft-sided cool-
ers are allowed but are subject to 
inspection at the gates and at the 
Grandstand.

Headed to the Fair for the first 
time ever? Check out the First Time 
Fairgoer brochure and stop by any 
Information Booth to grab a special 
button to celebrate your very first 
trip to the Iowa State Fair!

Stay up-to-date with all of the lat-
est and greatest activities and news 
at the Iowa State Fair website or on 
the official Iowa State Fair App.

Text FAIR to 844.844.8508 for 
special offers, updates on concerts 
and daily activities, weather alerts 
and more.

Have fun! The Fair is the place to 
make memories, so don’t forget to 
have fun while you are here. Stay 
hydrated, map your day ahead of 
time, enjoy free shows and enter-
tainment, ride a few rides, try new 
foods and grab a seat in the Grand-
stand. With over 3,000 events in 11 
days, there is something for every-
one!

The 2025 Iowa State Fair, Fair 
Sweet Fair, runs from August 7-17. 
For more information, visit www.
iowastatefair.org.

FAIR from A1

BY SUBMITTED ARTICLE
INDEPENDENCE – Meet Me On Main will be held 

Friday, August 15 from 5 to 10 p.m downtown Indepen-
dence.

There will be
Food Trucks, Beer Garden, Kids Zone and a Dunk 

Tank featuring (so far) Mayor Brad Bleichner, City Coun-
cil Member Ralph Moore, Buchanan County Supervisor 
Keth Wieland, and Chamber Hall of Fame Alum Joe Ol-
sen. There are slots open. Visit the Chamber Facebook 
page for more information.

From 7 to 10 p.m. Trophy Dads from Solon will be 
playing.

Meet Me on 
Main 2025

Don’t Be Shy.

Announce Your Wedding 
or Engagement in

The Bulletin Journal.

classifi eds@bulletinjournal.com

Just email or call 
319.334.2557 to start 

spreading the good news!
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