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GUEST COLUMN

MAGISTRATE COURT
John Joseph Connolly, Dubuque, was 

found guilty to a charge of speeding Con-
nolly was fi ned $55 plus court costs.

Janne Mary Schlemme, Cascade, 
was found guilty to a charge of speeding. 
Schlemme was fi ned $145 plus court 
costs.

Kira Laurine Olin, Anamosa, pleaded 

guilty to a charge of OWI. Olin was given a 
deferred judgment, placed on probation 
for one year and assessed a $625 civil 
penalty.

Eric Alex Taylor, Clinton, was found 
guilty to a charge of fi fth-degree theft. 
Taylor was fi ned $105 plus court costs.

Flying high on the 
Fourth of July
BY PAT KINNEY

As I cool off on a quiet but 
hot Fourth of July afternoon 
after a morning workout, I’m 
a little saddened.

I’m hearing some muffl ed 
misgivings by some folks 
about fl ying the fl ag on the 
day of our nation’s birth.

Some folks are afraid if 
they fl y their nation’s colors 
they’ll be misinterpreted as 
being of one political persua-
sion or another. Or they’re 
just down on the way things 
have gone lately.

I don’t begrudge anyone 
their feelings, but personally, 
that just makes me want to fl y 
the fl ag more — for what we 
aspire to be as a people and 
hope for our nation, with all 
our shortcomings.

I can’t speak for others but 
fl ying the fl ag reminds me of 
home, of family, of security 
and of love — things worth 
preserving and what I wish 
for everyone.

When I was a kid, not one, 
not two, but three fl ags fl ew 
from the Kinney house on 
our big corner lot. Dad, who 
was a World War II veteran, 
saw to that and instilled it in 
us.

We had one on the porch, 
one on the corner of the house 
and one on a makeshift fl ag-
pole on a corner fencepost in 
the backyard.

With Dad’s encourage-
ment, as a little boy I would 
parade that fl ag down the 
sidewalk, climb up the slope 
to the fencepost and set that 
fl ag, fastened to two eyelets 
screwed into a wooden pole 
like a long broom handle, 
into a lead pipe crimped at 
one end and wired to the fen-
cepost.

It was my little Iwo Jima 
fl ag raising. I’m pretty sure 
Dad was pleased.

So, when Dad died in 1990, 
and we were presented with 
his casket fl ag at graveside, 
my big brother George, who 
accepted it, turned around 
later and gave it to me. And 
my sister said maybe I could 
parade it around the house 

like I did when I was little. 
It gave us a great laugh amid 
the tears.

I still have Dad’s casket 
fl ag. And now I have the fl ags 
of two of my mom’s recently 
deceased brothers, my Uncle 
John, who served in the Navy 
in World War II, and my Un-
cle Adrian, who served in 
the Army in the Philippines 
during that war.

My mom worked in a de-
fense plant during World War 
II. My big brothers Mike and 
George both served in the Air 
Force and Navy in the 1960s. 
I have a great nephew in the 
Louisiana National Guard 
who served a year’s deploy-
ment in the Middle East. I 
have a niece whose husband 
is a fi ghter pilot in the U.S. 
Air Force and believe me, 
families serve together.

My step grandfather served 
during World War I. My ma-
ternal great-great grandfather 
served in Company D, 47th 
Iowa Infantry in Missouri 
and Arkansas in 1864 during 
the Civil War. And our cousin 
who served in the Marines in 
Vietnam lost his life to PTSD 
suicide in 1991.

So the colors run deep in 
my family and the fl ag fl ies 
high. And that’s all there is 
to it.

It’s a gesture of love — 
love of my family, love of 
everything that’s good about 
this land, a symbol of what it 
aspires to be and a prayer of 
hope for the future.

That fl ag fl ies on these 
special days as long as I have 
air in my lungs and blood in 
my veins.

As Woody Guthrie wrote, 
this land is your land. And 
this fl ag is your fl ag.

Pat Kinney is a freelance 
writer and former longtime 
news staffer with the Water-
loo-Cedar Falls Courier and, 
prior to that, several years at 
the Ames Tribune. He is cur-
rently an oral historian with 
the Grout Museum District in 
Waterloo. His “View from the 
Cedar Valley” column is part 
of “Iowa Writers Collabora-
tive.”

MINUTES
SPRINGVILLE COMMUNITY 

SCHOOLS – MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

06/25/2025 06:00 PM
SPRINGVILLE CSD DISTRICT 

OFFICE/PRESCHOOL BUILDING
602 MILL AVENUE

SPRINGVILLE, IA 52336
Attendees 
V oting M embers
Amy H osek, B oard M ember - AB -

SE N T
P atrick H oyt, B oard M ember –  ( via 

Z O O M )
Albert M artin, V ice P resident - AB -

SE N T
K ate O ' B rien-M ay, B oard P resident
Amy Stuessel, B oard M ember
N on-V oting M embers
Stacey M atus, B usiness M anager/

B oard Secretary
Autumn P ino, Superintendent
Shannon R obertson, E lementary 

P rincipal
NOTE: These minutes are unoffi cial 

until approved by the B oard at the nex t 
regular meeting
I . R egular M eeting O pening
R egular B oard M eeting W ednesday, 

J une 2 5 , 2 02 5  at 6 :00 pm located in 
the Springville C SD District O ffice/
P reschool B uilding located at 6 02  M ill 
Avenue.
1 . C all to O rder
K ate O ' B rien-M ay called the meeting 

to order at 5 :00 pm.
2 . R oll C all for Determination of Q uo-

rum
B oard Secretary/ Treasurer Stacey 

M atus took roll call: Stuessel, present;  
H oyt, present ( via Z oom) ;  O ' B rien-
M ay, present.  Also present were Su-
perintendent Autumn P ino, E lementa-
ry P rincipal Shannon R obertson, and 
B oard Secretary Stacey M atus.  Direc-
tors H osek and M artin were absent.
3 . R ecognition of V isitor and P ublic 

C omments
N o comments were made.
4 . B oard C omments
N o comments were made.
5 . Approve Agenda
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to adopt the Ju ne 2 5 , 2 02 5  agen-
da as presented.
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
I I . Action I tems
1 . Approve 2 5 -2 6  M aster C ontract 

and Certifi ed Employee Handbooks
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the 2 5 -2 6  M aster C on-
tract and 2 5 -2 6  C ertified E mployee 
H andbook as presented.
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
2 . Approve 2 5 -2 6  E q uipment B reak-

down P olicy
M otion to accept the recommendation 

to approve the 2 5 -2 6  renewal proposal 
from Specialty U nderwriters I nsurance 

C ompany for E q uipment M aintenance 
P rogram premium as presented.
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
3 . Approve 2 5 -2 6  Tech Svc Agree-

ment G W AE A
M otion to accept the recommendation 

to approve the 2 02 5 -2 6  G rant W ood 
AE A Technology Services Agreement 
as presented.
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
4 . Approve 2 5 -2 6  G W AE A SubC en-

tral Agreement
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the 2 02 5 -2 6  G rant 
W ood AE A SubC entral Agreement as 
presented.
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
5 . Approve G W AE A C ontract Transfer 

of State Funding
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the C ontract for the 
Transfer of State AE A Special E duca-
tion Funding between the Springville 
C ommunity School District and G rant 
W ood Area E ducation Agency as pre-
sented.
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
6 . Approve 2 02 5 -2 6  M ilk B ids
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion from Foodservice Director, M i-
chele M cC oy, to accept the bid from 
P rairie Farms for the 2 02 5 -2 6  school 
district for milk as presented.
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
7. Approve R esolution to P articipate 

in the SP F 2 8 E  Agreement
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to adopt the following resolution: 
To P articipate in the Storm P rotection 
Fund, an I owa C ode C hapter 2 8 E  
E ntity and C hapter 6 70 R isk P ool  as 
presented.  R oll call vote as follows: 
O ’ B rien-M ay, aye;  H oyt, aye;  Stuesel, 
aye.  Directors H osek and M artin, ab-
sent.  All ayes, motion carried.
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
8 . Approve 2 02 5 -2 6  E M C  Liability I n-

surance P olicy
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the property/ casualty 
insurance policy from E M C / J ester 
I nsurance Services through the Lang 
I nsurance Agency for 2 02 5 -2 6 , for a 
total of $ 2 04 ,1 9 7.3 9 .
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
9 . Approve C onstruction P roject 

C hange O rder-R estroom R emodel
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the following change 

order # 05 0 from E stes C onstruction 
as presented for a total of $ 6 0,4 03 .00.
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
1 0. Approve C ontractor P ay Applica-

tion - N elson E lectric C ompany
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the payment applica-
tion from E stes C onstruction to N elson 
E lectric C ompany for $ 6 ,1 5 2 . 4 0 as 
presented.
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
1 1 . Approve C hange O rders
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the change orders as 
presented. 
o E stes C O  005  - $ 2 2 ,3 5 9 .00
o E stes C O  006  - $ 1 1 5 ,04 7.00
o K raus P lumbing &  H eating C O  004  

- ( $ 7,5 00.00)
o N elson E lectric C O  007 - 

( $ 8 ,8 9 8 .00)
o P oint B uilders C O  009  - ( $ 2 ,1 6 7.00)
o P o int B u i lders C O  0 1 0 - 

( $ 1 1 5 ,04 7.00)
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
1 2 . Approve C ontractual I tems
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the following contrac-
tual items: R esignation from Sabrina 
B ormann, E lementary Teacher, Stu-
dent C ouncil Advisor, and E lementa-
ry Y earbook Advisor, effective end of 
2 02 4 -2 5  school year;  R esignation from 
C arol Thumma, Foodservice, effective 
end of 2 02 4 -2 5  school year. 2 02 5 -2 6  
Teacher Leadership P ositions/ Sti-
pends: M eleah J ones - 2 02 5 -2 6  C ur-
riculum &  I nstruction Leader/ I nduction 
C oach;  E xt ended 1 5  day contract plus 
$ 1 0,000 annual stipend ( C urriculum 
&  I nstruction Leader) ;  $ 5 ,000 annu-
al stipend ( I nduction C oach) ;  Austin 
N euendorf - 2 02 5 - 2 6  I nstructional 
C oach/ Student P rogress C oordinator;  
E xt ended 1 5  day contract plus $ 6 ,000 
annual stipend;  H ope B rown - 2 02 5 -2 6  
Lead Teacher;  $ 3 ,5 00 annual stipend 
( additional 5  days) ;   Alyssa Fangmann 
- 2 02 5 -2 6  Lead Teacher;  $ 3 ,5 00 an-
nual stipend ( additional 5  days) ;  J osh 
Stoll - 2 02 5 -2 6  Lead Teacher;  $ 3 ,5 00 
annual stipend ( additional 5  days) ;  
R achelle Z ehr - 2 02 5 -2 6  Lead Teach-
er;  $ 3 ,5 00 annual stipend ( additional 
5  days) ;  W yatt O ' C onnor - 2 02 5 -2 6  
M ath Strategist;  $ 1 ,5 00 annual stipend 
( additional 3  days) ;  Samantha Fox  
- 2 02 5 -2 6  Secondary Literacy Strate-
gist;  $ 1 ,5 00 annual stipend ( additional 
3  days) ;  Sandy H oogland - 2 02 5 -2 6  
E lementary Literacy Strategist;  $ 1 ,5 00 
annual stipend ( additional 3  days) ;  
J oe M artin -2 02 5 -2 6  Secondary P B I S 
Lead;  $ 1 ,5 00 annual stipend ( addi-
tional 3  days) ;  J ade R owell - 2 02 5 -2 6  
E lementary P B I S Lead;  $ 1 ,5 00 annual 
stipend ( additional 3  days) .

M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
1 3 . Acceptance of Donation from the 

Springville P resbyterian C hurch
M otion to accept a generous donation 

in the amount of $ 2 ,3 6 6 .00 given by 
the Springville P resbyterian C hurch 
for students'  negative lunch account 
balances.
M otion made by: Stuessel
M otion seconded by: H oyt
V oting: U nanimously Approved
1 4 . Approve O pen E nrollment Appli-

cations
N o applications were submitted.
I I I . Discussion I tems
1 . Strategic P lan Discussion - Facil-

ities
Superintendent P ino updated the 

board on discussions with E stes C on-
struction regarding fl awed doors.
2 . R eports
a. Activities Director R eport
The board reviewed Activities Direc-

tor Jo e M artin' s written report.
b. E lementary P rincipal R eport
E lementary P rincipal Shannon R ob-

ertson reviewed the following: Sum-
mer school and TK  programs.
c. Secondary P rincipal R eport
The board reviewed Secondary P rin-

cipal N ick M erritt' s written report.
d. Superintendent R eport
Superintendent Autumn P ino re-

viewed the following: U sed bus pur-
chase;  C omplimented summer school 
program staff;  Future buildings and 
grounds projects.
e. B oard P resident R eport
K ate O ' B rien-M ay and P J  H oyt re-

ported on the I ASB  Student Summit 
they attended.
3 . R eview N ext  M eeting Dates
R egular B oard M eeting, W ednesday, 

Ju ly 1 6 th at 6 :00 pm 
R egular B oard M eeting, W ednesday, 

August 2 0th at 6 :00 P M  - tentative 
change to Thursday, August 2 1 st @  
6 :00 pm
I V . C onsent Agenda
M otion to accept the recommenda-

tion to approve the consent agenda 
to include:  M inutes from the M ay 2 1 , 
2 02 5  R egular B oard M eeting;  P resen-
tations and Approval of Financial R e-
ports;  P resentation of B ills and C laims.
M otion made by: H oyt
M otion seconded by: Stuessel
V oting: U nanimously Approved
V . Adjourn
P resident O ' B rien-M ay adjourned the 

meeting at 5 :4 0 pm.
B oard P resident, K ate O ' B rien-M ay
B oard Secretary, Stacey M atus
PLEASE NOTE: Offi cial minutes of 

this meeting are available in the B oard 
Secretary’s offi ce upon board approv-
al.

P u b li sh ed  i n th e Jo u rnal- E u reka  
Ju ly 1 0 , 2 0 2 5


