MONTICELLO EXPRESS - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2025

Opinion =
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Republican candidates for
office gathered in
Monticello at party event

To the editor,

Monticello was the epicenter of Iowa Republican
politics Thursday evening, October 23rd. Four
governor candidates, Eddie Andrews, Randy
Feenstra, Adam Steen and Brad Sherman, both
Iowa First District candidates for the House of
Representatives, Mariannette Miller-Meeks and
David Pautsch, plus Abigail Maas for State Auditor
and Jim Carlin for U.S. Senate, were in town.

Highlights from Governor candidates:

Eddie Andrews has served in Jowa House
since 2021. His priorities are education, reducing
property taxes, mental health and voter integrity.

Randy Feenstra, currently in the U.S. House,
advocates for keeping youth in Iowa, quality
health care, world-class education and making
Iowa the most welcoming state.

Brad Sherman, former state representative,
is pro-life, pro-constitution and wants to reduce
property taxes and end human trafficking.

Adam Steen headed up the Iowa Dept. of
Administrative Services. As Iowa CEO, he feels he
could step right into office and carry on without
skipping a beat. He is anti-pipeline, pro eminent
domain, pro-life, pro-business and advocates

vocational training.

Highlights from First District candidates for US

House:

Miller-Meeks is pro-life, pro-God, pro 2nd
Amendment, school choice, against gender
mutilation surgery and against boys playing
girls sports. She’s currently serving on the
Federal Communications committee and Energy-
Commerce committee. Her plan is to continue
to work hard protecting citizens and fixing our

health care system.

David Pautsch is pro-life, pro-constitution, pro
2nd Amendment, pro-law and order, pro-veterans,
anti-drug and against China purchasing land in
the United States. He was critical of current House
members for not being more conservative.

Jim Carlin, an army veteran, is a candidate
for the U.S. Senate. He served in the Iowa House
and Senate. He said our government has caused
inflation, noting health care is up 2-300% since
Obama care and student loan costs have more
than doubled since the government took over the
program. He’d also like to see monopolies better
controlled by using anti-trust laws.

Abigail Maas is a business owner and Iowa
County Supervisor running for State Auditor.
Her concerns are lack of frequent auditing at all
levels of government and plans to audit townships
and towns more often. That could be possible by
standardizing document reports across the state.
She would use computer programs that identify
fraud earlier and believes in transparency and

prioritizing spending.

U.S. Senate candidate Ashley Hinson and
candidate Chris Cournoyer were unable to attend.

Gerald Retzlaff
Monticello
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S Strest Address 656 N CEDAR

LEVY AND SALE ST, MONTICELLO, IA 52310

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT

COURT FOR JONES COUNTY
STATE OF IOWA )

) SS
JONES COUNTY )
Docket No. (Sale No.) 25-0956(1)
Court No. EQCV007859
SPECIAL EXECUTION

PLAINTIFF: REGIONS BANK
VS.

DEFENDANT: KLAREN, JOSHUA
DAVID -IN REM

DEFENDANT: KLAREN, JOSHUA
DAVID ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
ESTATE OF DAVID R. KLAREN,
DECEASED - IN REM
DEFENDANT: STATE OF IOWA
DEFENDANT: IOWA DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE AND FINANCE
DEFENDANT: PARTIES IN
POSSESSION - IN REM

As a result of the judgment ren-
dered in the above referenced
court case, an execution was is-
sued by the court to the Sheriff of
this county. The execution ordered
the sale of defendant(s) rights, title,
and interest in Real Estate Property
to satisfy the judgment. The prop-
erty to be sold is:

THE SOUTH 63 1/2 FEET OF
THE NORTH 129 FEET OF LOT(S)
42, RAILROAD ADDITION SUB-
DIVISION THE CITY OF MONTI-
CELLO, JONES COUNTY, IOWA,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF. SUBJECT TO RE-

The described property will be
offered for sale at public auction
for cash only as follows:

Date of Sale: 12/16/2025

Time of Sale: 10:00 A.M.

Place of Sale: JONES COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, ANAMOSA, IOWA

Homestead: Defendant is ad-
vised that if the described real
estate includes the homestead
(which must not exceed 1/2 acre
if within a city or town plat, or, if
rural, must not exceed 40 acres),
defendant must file a homestead
plat with the Sheriff within ten (10)
days after service of this notice, or
the Sheriff will have it platted and
charge the costs to this case.

This sale not subject to redemp-
tion.

Property exemption: Certain
money or property may be exempt.
Contact your attorney promptly to
review specific provisions of the
law and file appropriate notice, if
applicable.

Judgement Amt.: $17,076.91

Costs: $5,632.64

Accruing Costs: PLUS

Interest: 8% of $17,076.91 from
08/25/2025 = $422.95

Attorney: PETOSA LAW LLP
(515) 222-9400

Date: 11/06/2025

/s/ Sheriff Greg A. Graver

Published in the Monticello,
lowa, Express Nov. 12 & Nov. 19,
2025.

Absent facts and explanations,
the rumor mills grind on

As Iowans headed to
the polls last week to
elect local school board
members, they faced an
issue beyond the usual
ones of taxes, student
achievement, teacher
pay, curriculum and
enrollment.

This year,
school board and
administrators’
performance and
trustworthiness were
front and center in
some school districts.
And on that, for voters,
it is what they do not
know that might hurt
them.

Case in point: The
state’s largest district,
the Des Moines Public
Schools, was thrust into
the national spotlight
two months ago when
federal agents arrested
Superintendent Ian
Roberts for being in the
United States without
legal permission.

Only then, and only
by the belated work
of journalists, did the
public learn that he had
fictitious entries on his
resume and that the
district had withheld
facts and information
about him.

Then last month,
the district placed
Robert Lundin, the
chief academic officer
of the Des Moines
Public Schools, on
paid administrative
leave without giving
any explanation to the
district’s residents.

If that were not
frustrating enough,
school officials waited
two weeks before
announcing his
suspension.

So, Des Moines voters
went to the polls still
wondering why the
district suspended a
key administrator.

Had Lundin misled
school officials
about his academic
credentials as Roberts
did? Were there
performance questions
about Lundin’s past
work that were not
disclosed in his
pre-employment
background checks?
Or does his suspension
have something to do
with his work in Des
Moines?

Whatever the case,
this is not a matter of
idle curiosity. Lundin
received $16,000 in pay
over the past month for
doing no work.

On the heels of the
embarrassment over
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the Roberts mess, the
unexplained issues
with Lundin fuel fresh
doubt about the quality
of the management
and hiring decisions
within the Des Moines
Public Schools and
the level of oversight
school board members
provide, including two
who sought reelection
Tuesday.

Those two and
their counterparts
on the publicly
elected school boards
overseeing Iowa’s 325
districts erode the
trust and confidence
of their constituents
each time they push
aside openness and
accountability and
choose to shroud
controversies with
secrecy.

Des Moines has not
cornered the market
on secrecy-induced
skepticism and distrust.
Its board members are
not alone in thinking
the preferred practice
under Iowa’s open
meetings and public
records laws is to follow
a code of silence when
tough issues arise.

The board overseeing
the Sioux City
Community Schools,
Iowa’s fourth-largest
district, has taken
the code of silence
approach regarding its
new superintendent.
Juan Cordova began
work on July 1, with
an annual salary of
$275,000.

But three days before
classes started in
August, the board met
in closed session and
approved Cordova’s
request for a one-month
leave of absence. No
reason was given to the
public for his absence,
the Sioux City Journal
reported.

Four days into
the new school year,
Cordova returned to
work. Coincidentally
— or maybe not,
no one will say —

the Iowa Board of
Educational Examiners
issued him an Iowa
superintendent’s
license that same day.
The school district’s
communications
director said the
district would not
provide additional
information concerning
Cordova’s leave.

Three weeks later,
in mid-September,
the Sioux City board
called a special
meeting for the stated
purpose of evaluating
the professional
competency of an
individual whose
appointment, hiring,
performance or
discharge was being
considered. Board
member Lance Ehmcke
urged the board to meet
in public, not in private,
to discuss what he said
were rumors about
Cordova, the Journal
reported.

“What I’'m saying is,
this going and having a
secret meeting with all
the stuff that’s rumored
around the community
... We have a public
figure, we might as
well have a discussion
so that the rest of the
community knows
what it’s really about,”
Ehmcke said.

Board President
Jan George disagreed.
“What you’ve done, Mr.
Ehmcke, is you already
named that person, and
to have a discussion
out here, a free and
frank discussion, could
potentially take that
person’s performance
or reputation and harm
it.”

The board did not
have enough votes
in favor of a closed
session, so the meeting
abruptly adjourned.

Whatever the facts
or rumors were, the
matter has not gone
away. Neither has the
code of silence.

In mid-October, the
board hired Lynch
Dallas, a Cedar Rapids
law firm that regularly
represents schools, to
investigate a personnel
matter. The school
board did not say what
or who was under
investigation.

Materials provided
to board members
and the public said
the investigation was
related to a matter
affecting student
achievement. The
materials elaborated,

“Ensuring appropriate
review of personnel
matters fosters a

safe and welcoming
work and educational
environment. In a

safe educational
environment, students
can have the support
they need to thrive
academically.”

George, the board
president who ran for
reelection this week
along with two other
board incumbents,
told the Journal,
“We’re hoping to have
everything cleared up
and cleaned up in a
couple of weeks.”

Last week, just days
before the election, the
school board held two
more closed sessions.
The board received the
Lynch Dallas report
in the first session and
then discussed the
report in the second
session.

The board and a
Lynch Dallas attorney
spent 90 minutes in
the first session. They
prevented Cordova from
entering that meeting.

In voting to go into
the second closed
session, the board
cited the “professional
competency” section
of the open meetings
law that allows boards
to exclude the public
“when necessary to
prevent needless and
irreparable injury
to that individual’s
reputation.”

Cordova did not
attend the second
session, which lasted an
hour and 45 minutes.
But his attorney
attended part of the
session.

After reconvening
in public, the board
adjourned without
comment or action.

Whatever its reasons
for holding the closed
meetings, the school
board’s silence will
not stop the rumor
mill in Sioux City from
grinding any more
than the secrecy in Des
Moines has quelled
concerns over Robert
Lundin’s suspension.

So, voters were sent
to the polls uninformed,
while the reputations
of high-ranking and
well-paid officials like
Cordova and Lundin
were left to the rumor
and innuendo that
fill the void whenever
public officials withhold
facts.



