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LOCATION and INFORMATION

•9 Second St. NW, Hampton, IA 50441

•P.O. Box 29, Hampton, IA 50441

•8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through 

Friday

•Pick up job applications during regular 

business hours or apply online at the 

hamptonchronicle.com 

DEADLINES

•Legal Notices: Monday, noon.

•Submitted News, Friday, 5 p.m.

•Ads, Inserts: Fridays, 3 p.m..

•Classified Ads: Friday, 3 p.m.

•Obituaries: Monday, noon.

•Coverage requests: 24 hour notice.

TELEPHONE CALLS

The telephone is answered 24/7 by 

an automated system. Extensions for 

various services and contacts are listed 

below.

•Local: 641-456-2585

•Toll-Free: 1-800-558-1244

•Fax: 1-800-340-0805

CIRCULATION and SUBSCRIPTIONS

•641-456-2585, or 

circulation@midamericapub.com

ADVERTISING CONTACT

•563-605-1078, or

sales@hamptonchronicle.com

PRINTING and PHOTO SERVICES

•641-456-2585, or

customprinting@midamericapub.com

BILLING and ACCOUNTING

•641-456-2585, or

recievables@midamericapub.com

NEWSROOM

Matt Grohe

• (515) 988-3726

news@hamptonchronicle.com

Use this contact to offer story tips,

letters to the editor, releases, etc.

•SERVICES

•Engagements, anniversaries, birthdays, 

weddings, births and family reunions in-

formation is published free of charge. 

There is a $12 charge for each black and 

white photo and a $24 charge for each 

color photo. Birthday and birth photos 

are published one column in width. An-

niversary and Engagement photos are 

published two columns in width. Other 

such photos are published in a width ap-

propriate to the number of people in the 

photo. Cards of thanks are $18.

•Obituaries: Written announcement of 

basic information including services is 

free. Obituary is $100 for 100 words. 

Anything thereafter is $0.25 per word. 

Can be written by the family. Photos 

are published free with paid obituaries 

in a one column wide format, black and 

white. Billing is through funeral homes or 

payment is expected at time of submis-

sion, either via credit card, debit card, 

check or cash.

Correction and Retraction Policy 

The Hampton Chronicle str ives for 

accurate and complete news reporting, 

but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 

where an error has been made, we will 

run a correction, clarification, retraction, 

or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 

goal in any event is to inform readers of 

corrections clearly and quickly, citing the 

incorrect information and updating with 

the correct information.

Corrections will be printed on page two in 

the next issue published. The correction 

will denote the issue, article and incorrect 

information along with the correction. 

Digital corrections will also be made, 

and an editor’s note will be added to the 

bottom of the article in question noting 

what was inaccurate and noting when 

the article was amended. If the article 

was posted on Facebook, Twitter, or any 

other online medium controlled by the 

Hampton Chronicle, a post will be made 

linking to the corrected article, noting the 

correction.

All-Time Top Driver’s Bio

Racing History Racing Trivia
Who is the youngest driver to 
win a Cup Series race? ?

Answer : a) Joey Logano

a) Joey Logano c) Kyle Larson
b) Kyle Busch d) Austin Dillon

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!

This Week’s Racing News
Christopher Bell interested in running Indianapolis 500
If Toyota ever returns to the IndyCar Series as an engine 
supplier, Christopher Bell would be one of the fi rst to raise a 
hand if they wanted to take an existing driver under its umbrella 
to a one-off or the Indianapolis 500. “Yeah, for sure,” Bell said. 

“If Toyota was interested in that, I would be raising my hand to do it.” Toyota 
is believed to have explored IndyCar’s next generation engine platform but 
nothing is imminent on that front. The natural comparison is to Kyle Larson, a 
driver that Bell has been linked to over a decade with their legendary battles at 
the Chili Bowl Midget Nationals and their shared dirt-to-Daytona career paths. 
Larson made his Indianapolis debut this past May and contended for at least a 
top-10 before a late pit road speeding penalty derailed his race. Toyota raced 
in the IRL IndyCar Series from 2003 to 2005 and was in CART prior to that. 

Dec. 21, 1971 - Clyde Minter, who fi nished in the 
top fi ve in each of his fi rst four Cup starts, died on 
this day at age 50. Minter was 27 in 1949 when he 
started the sixth and eighth races in NASCAR’s 
fi rst Strictly Stock season and fi nished fourth at 
both Martinsville and North Wilkesboro. He made 
eight starts in 1950, fi nishing third at Charlotte 
and fi fth at Martinsville. Minter started his 42nd 
and fi nal Cup race in 1955.

Jimmie Johnson

Born: Sept. 17, 1975
Cup wins: 83
Cup top-tens: 364
Cup championships: 7

Jimmie Johnson was born in El Cajon, 
California, and began racing motorcycles at the 
age of four. After graduating from Granite Hills 
High School he competed in off-road series. 
In 2000, he began racing in the NASCAR 
Nationwide Series. He moved to Hendrick 
Motorsports in the Sprint Cup Series in 2002. 
After fi nishing fi fth in the points in his fi rst full 
season, he was second in 2003 and 2004 and 
fi fth in 2005. Johnson won his fi rst Cup series 
championship in 2006. He went on to win the 
Cup series championship the next four years 
and became the only driver in NASCAR history 
to win fi ve consecutive championships. During 
the 2011 season, Johnson fi nished sixth in 
points, while he fi nished third in 2012. In 2013, 
Johnson won his sixth championship. In 2016, 
Johnson won his seventh championship to tie 
Richard Petty and Dale Earnhardt for the most 
championships.

PRO RACING THIS WEEKPRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia
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Jeff Gordon leaving Fox Sports to 
become vice chairman of NASCAR’s 
Hendrick Motorsports
The four-time NASCAR Cup Series 
champion is leaving his job as an 
analyst for Fox Sports after six seasons 
to become vice chairman of Hendrick 
Motorsports, the team where he spent 
his entire driving career. Gordon has 
owned a stake in the team since 1999. 
“I cannot put into words what Hendrick 
Motorsports means to me,” Gordon 
said. “In many ways, it’s my home and 
the people here are my family. I’ve never 
lost my passion for the organization, for 
our sport, and for the sheer challenge of 
racing and winning at the highest level. 
Being part of the competition is where 
I’m happiest and feel I can make the 
biggest contribution to the continued, 
long-term success of the team. Rick and 
I have a shared vision, which is based 
on the values he’s instilled, the culture 
he’s built and our desire to be the very 
best in all categories, on and off the 
track,” Gordon said in a statement on 
the move, which offi cially takes place 
on Jan 1, 2022. Gordon will be the 
second highest executive on the team 
behind owner Rick Hendrick and will be 
involved daily with the organization’s 
competition and marketing groups. Fox 
Sports has not named a replacement 
for Gordon, but added Clint Bowyer to 
the broadcast team as an analyst for 
the 2021 season. Hendrick Motorsports 
is the NASCAR Cup Series’ winningest 
team at 271 Cup Series victories with 
93 of them provided by Gordon.

Kyle Busch made a gamble at the end of 
Sunday’s Explore the Pocono Mountains 350, 
and it paid off with a checkered fl ag. Busch was 
in a three-way battle late with William Byron 
and Denny Hamlin, and all three drivers were 
in need of fuel. While the latter two elected 
to pit for fuel within the fi nal fi ve laps, Busch 
elected to risk it all and stay on the track. Busch 
saved just enough fuel for a late push to the 
checkered fl ag. “Really great to pull off another 
win here at Pocono. Feels good,” said Busch, 
who won for the second time this season.

PRO RACING THIS WEEKPRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia

2021 Standings

Racing Trivia
How many times has Kyle Busch 
won the NASCAR Championship? ?

Answer : c) Kyle Busch won the NASCAR 
Championship in 2015 and 2019.

a) 0 c) 2
b) 1 d) 3

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!

Last Weekend’s Race: Kyle Busch won at Pocono

The NASCAR Cup Series JOCKEY Made 
in America 250 will feature thrilling door-
to-door and wheel-to-wheel action through 
stage racing, ensuring more highlight-reel 
moments, increasing the sense of urgency, and 
emphasizing aggressive racing and strategy. 
Fans will have the opportunity to watch 
NASCAR’s future stars such as Cole Custer, 
Tyler Reddick, Christopher Bell, and Erik Jones 
will battle it out with superstars such as Kyle 
Busch, Martin Truex Jr., and 2020 NASCAR Cup 
Series Champion, Chase Elliott, on the storied 
4-mile, 14-turn road circuit. Road America has 
a legendary history of featuring brilliant racers 
on a challenging circuit that easily separates the 
good from the great drivers. 

Cup Series Top Ten
Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Denny Hamlin 761 13
2) Kyle Larson 759 14
3) William Byron 690 14
4) Joey Logano 651 12
5) Kyle Busch 650 12
6) Chase Elliott 633 10
7) Martin Truex, Jr. 606 9
8) Ryan Blaney 586 9
9) Kevin Harvick 585 14
10) Brad Keselowski 569 7

Xfi nity Series Top Ten

Top News Stories
gg ,,

This Week’s Cup Series Race: JOCKEY Made in America 250
Race Details

Location: Elkhart Lake, Wis.
Date: Sunday, July 4, 2:30 p.m.

Race Preview

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Austin Cindric 628 12
2) A.J. Allmendinger 538 11
3) Daniel Hemric 528 10
4) Harrison Burton 501 10
5) Justin Allgaier 489 9
6) Jeb Burton 457 10
7) Justin Haley 455 9
8) Brandon Jones 424 10
9) Noah Gragson 391 8
10) Michael Annett 388 7

Road America

Kyle Busch

Born: May 2, 1985
Crew Chief: Ben Beshore
Car: Toyota

Year Wins Top 10s Avg. Finish
2021 2 12 10.9
2020 1 20 13.8

Northland Oil • Wix Filters • Raybestos Brakes
621 4th Street SE • HAMPTON

Auto Parts WholesaleAuto Parts Wholesale
641-456-2594

PRO RACING NEWS is brought to you by:

Scan this QR code 
to get more race 

results and news!

Pace car breaks down during 
Martinsville race
Sunday’s NASCAR Cup Series race 
at Martinsville was briefl y delayed by a 
Chevrolet Camaro pace car breaking 
down from the front of the fi eld. After 
some confusion, a safety truck with its 
own set of fl ashing lights took over at 
the front of the fi eld for the remainder 
of the caution period. In a statement, 
a representative from Chevrolet noted 
that “rubber debris from the track 
damaged the wiring harness to the 
fuel pump, disabling the pace car.”

Jason Ratcliff retiring from being 
NASCAR crew chief following 
Phoenix
Jason Ratcliff, who made his 800th 
career start as a NASCAR crew chief 
on Saturday at Martinsville Speedway, 
told SiriusXM NASCAR Radio that he 
will retire following the Xfi nity Series 
race at Phoenix Raceway next week. 
“Phoenix is going to be it; this is going 
to be my last season as crew chief,” 
Ratcliff said. “I enjoy the competition 
so much, so hopefully, I can stay 
involved somehow on that side of it.” 
In his fi rst 799 starts as a crew chief, 
Ratcliff has 15 Cup Series victories in 
253 starts, with 14 of those coming 
with Matt Kenseth. Ratcliff holds the 
record for scoring the most wins as a 
crew chief in the Xfi nity Series at 57. 
He’s won three times during the 2023 
season in Joe Gibbs Racing’s No. 19 
All-Star car.

During a 168-lap green-fl ag run to the fi nish, 
Ryan Blaney tracked down Aric Almirola 
and passed him for the lead on Lap 478 of 
500. Twenty-two laps later, Blaney took the 
checkered fl ag 0.899 seconds ahead of Almirola 
to earn advancement to the Championship 4 
race. Blaney joins fellow Round of 8 winners 
Kyle Larson and Christopher Bell in the race 
for the title, along with William Byron, who 
fought an ill-handling car all day but edged 
Denny Hamlin for the fi nal Playoff spot by eight 
points after fi nishing 13th.

PRO RACING THIS WEEKPRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia

2023 Standings

Racing Trivia
Which Hall of Fame driver holds 
the record for consecutive victories 
in the Southern 500? ?

Answer : d) From 1995-1998, Jeff Gordon 
won the Southern 500 four straight times.

a) David Pearson c) Dale Earnhardt
b) Cale Yarborough d) Jeff Gordon

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!

Last Weekend’s Race: Ryan Blaney won at Martinsville

Ryan Blaney

Born: Dec. 31, 1993
Crew Chief: Jonathan Hassler
Car: Ford

Year Wins Top 10s Avg. Finish
2023 3 17 14.4
2022 0 17 13.6

The NASCAR Cup Series returns to the 
Phoenix Raceway for the 2023 season fi nale. 
On Sunday, the fi nal four will battle for the 
chance to be the 2023 NASCAR Cup Series 
Champion. The last three drivers who won 
the Cup Series Championship also won the 
Championship Race: Chase Elliott in 2020, 
Kyle Larson in 2021 and Joey Logano in 
2022. Tune in Sunday, November 5th to see 
which driver will prevail and win the 2023 
NASCAR Cup Series Championship. NBC 
will broadcast the race with radio coverage 
from MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.

Cup Series Top Ten
Drivers Points Top 10s
1) William Byron  5000 20
2) Kyle Larson  5000 17
3) Ryan Blaney  5000 17
4) Christopher Bell  5000 19
5) Denny Hamlin  2355 18
6) Tyler Reddick  2329 16
7) Brad Keselowski  2278 16
8) Chris Buescher  2263 16
9) Ross Chastain  2242 13
10) Bubba Wallace  2242 9

Xfi nity Series Top Ten

Top News Stories
gg ,,

Cup Series Playoffs Race #10: Championship Race
Race Details Race Preview

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Sam Mayer 4000 18
2) Justin Allgaier 4000 19
3) John Hunter Nemechek 4000 24
4) Cole Custer 4000 20
5) Austin Hill 2229 23
6) Sammy Smith 2215 14
7) Daniel Hemric 2208 18
8) Parker Kligerman 2188 18
9) Sheldon Creed 2187 14
10) Chandler Smith 2176 12

Phoenix International Raceway

Location: Avondale, Arizona
Date: Sunday, Nov. 5, 3:00 p.m.
Last Year’s Winner: Joey Logano

Track Details
Distance: 1.0 miles
Shape: Tri-oval
Turns / Front / Back: (1-2) 
10-12º & (3-4) 8-9°

Repave project complete at Sonoma 
Raceway
After 61 days of work, crews from Bay 
Cities Paving & Grading and ABSL 
Construction fi nally removed their hard 
hats to celebrate the completion of the 
Sonoma Raceway road course repave 
project. In honor of the fi rst complete 
repave in 23 years, the track is offering 
to be one of the fi rst to drive the newly 
repaved road course, and support local 
kids and families in need at the same 
time. The transformation started to 
take shape after the Christmas holiday 
with crews milling the old surface of 
the track as the calendar fl ipped to 
a new year. Over the course of two 
months, the track was ground down, 
cracks were repaired and brand-new, 
long-lasting asphalt was put down to 
enhance the racing surface at Sonoma 
Raceway. With paving complete, the 
2.52-mile road course is once again 
ready to host some of the fastest cars 
and most talented racers in the world. 
To start, the Drive For Charity will give 
participants the opportunity to take three 
laps around the track in their own car 
and experience the smoothest surface 
the track has seen in decades. All 
proceeds benefi t Speedway Children’s 
Charities Sonoma, the charitable arm 
of Sonoma Raceway, which supports 
local children and families in critical 
need. Next, vintage car racing will 
take to the new track March 15-17, 
and fi nally, tire testing is planned later 
in the month to prepare for the annual 
NASCAR weekend in June.

Kyle Larson swept the fi rst two stages and 
took the checkered fl ag to secure his third 
victory at Las Vegas. Larson had to use all his 
consummate skills behind the wheel to hold 
off Tyler Reddick after a restart with 27 laps 
left. Reddick closed the gap, so much that 
with two laps left, Reddick was a scant 0.143 
seconds behind Larson at the stripe, roughly 
one car-length. “I knew Tyler was going to 
be the guy to beat from the fi rst stage,” said 
Larson, who won for the fi rst time this season 
and the 24th time in his career.

PRO RACING THIS WEEKPRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia

2024 Standings

Racing Trivia
At which track did William Byron 
win his fi rst Cup Series race? ?

Answer : a) William Byron’s fi rst Cup 
Series win came at the 2020 Coke Zero 
Sugar 400 at Daytona.

a) Daytona c) Bristol
b) Talladega d) Martinsville

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!

Last Weekend’s Race: Kyle Larson won at Las Vegas

Kyle Larson

Born: July 31, 1992
Crew Chief: Cliff Daniels
Car: Chevrolet

Year Wins Top 10s Avg. Finish
2024 1 1 14.7
2023 4 16 14.6

Sunday’s United Rentals Work United 500 
NASCAR Cup Series event marks the 55th 
race hosted by Phoenix Raceway in the 
series’ history. The 1-mile, low-banked tri-
oval located in Avondale, Arizona has an 
asphalt racing surface with 8 degrees of 
banking in turns one and two, 11 degrees in 
turns three and four, and 3 degrees on the 
backstretch.  The track fi rst opened in 1964, 
with the Cup Series holding its inaugural 
race with Alan Kulwicki as the winner. FOX 
will broadcast the United Rentals Work 
United 500 with radio coverage from MRN 
and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.

Phoenix International Raceway

Cup Series Top Ten
Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Kyle Larson 118 1
2) Ryan Blaney  110 2
3) Martin Truex Jr  104 1
4) William Byron  103 2
5) Ross Chastain 98 2
6) Kyle Busch 95 1
7) Chase Elliott 95 0
8) Daniel Suárez  90 1
9) Ty Gibbs  87 2
10) Denny Hamlin  87 1

Xfi nity Series Top Ten

Top News Stories
gg ,,

This Week’s Cup Series Race: United Rentals Work United 500
Race Details

Location: Avondale, Arizona
Date: Sunday, March 10, 3:30 p.m.
Last Year’s Pole: Kyle Larson
Last Year’s Winner: William Byron

Race Preview

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Austin Hill 148 3
2) Chandler Smith 126 3
3) Riley Herbst 121 2
4) AJ Allmendinger 105 2
5) Cole Custer 99 1
6) Sheldon Creed 96 2
7) Jesse Love 96 0
8) Justin Allgaier 94 2
9) Sammy Smith 86 2
10) Brandon Jones 81 2

Track Details
Distance: 1.0 miles
Shape: Tri-oval
Turns / Back: 
(1-2) 8º & (3-4) 11° / 3°

What’s at the Windsor?
BY JIM DAVIES

WINDSOR THEATRE 
MANAGER 

Lisa Frankenstein will 
play at the Windsor Theater 
for one week starting Fri-
day, March 8.  

Lisa Frankenstein is a 
2024 American comedy 
horror film directed by 
Zelda Williams, in her fea-
ture-length directorial de-
but, and written by Diablo 
Cody. Cody stated that Lisa 
Frankenstein is set in the 
same fictional universe as 
Jennifer's Body.

The plot follows a mis-
understood teenage goth 
girl who meets and devel-
ops a relationship with a 
reanimated Victorian-era 
corpse. They embark on a 
murderous journey together 
to find love, happiness, and 
a few missing body parts.

The film stars Kathryn 
Newton, Cole Sprouse, 
Liza Soberano, Henry 
Eikenberry, Joe Chrest, and 
Carla Gugino. 

Lisa Frankenstein is dis-
tributed by Focus Features 
and is rated PG-13 by the 
Motion Picture Associa-
tion. The run time is 101 

minutes.
Here are reviews after a 

Google Search:
Common Sense Media 

gives it 3/5 stars for ages 
15+, “Iffy messages in zany 
but very violent monster 
romcom.”

Parents need to know 
that Lisa Frankenstein is a 
campy, 1980s-set teen ro-
mantic horror comedy writ-
ten by Diablo Cody, loosely 
based on Mary Shelley's 
Frankenstein. Here, body 
parts aren't acquired by 
digging up the recently 
deceased—instead, the re-
animated monster (Cole 
Sprouse) murders people 
who mistreat main charac-
ter Lisa (Kathryn Newton) 
and appropriates their ap-
pendages for his own use. 

Violence is over the 
top and largely played for 
laughs, but it's shocking and 
quite bloody. Flashbacks 
show a teen girl witnessing 
her mother's murder during 
a home invasion. Suicide is 
also presented as an (imper-
manent) solution to certain 
problems/circumstances. 

As part of the film's sat-
irization of and homage to 
'80s teen comedies, Lisa 

is focused on losing her 
virginity to the right guy. 
There's much more talk 
than action, but sexual con-
tent includes implied mas-
turbation, a giant vibrator, 
and couples shown in bed 
together before and after 
sex. A character is touched/
made to touch someone 
else without consent. Lisa 
accidentally ingests PCP at 
a party, and nothing good 
comes of it. 

Language is consistent 
with '80s teen talk and in-
cludes "s--t," "bitch," "bon-
er town," "psycho whore," 
and more. Vomiting.

IMDb (Internet Movie 
Database) gives it 6.2/10.  

Rotten Tomatoes.  A 
verified audience gives it 
a score of 82% and an av-
erage rating of 4.1 out of 
5 stars (250+ verified rat-
ings).  Critics’ tomatometer 
give it a 50% and an aver-
age rating of 5.50 out of 10 
(170 reviews). Audience 
says, “Lisa Frankenstein is 
an overall entertaining hor-
ror rom-com whose silly 
sense of humor and heavy 
'80s vibes help make up for 
an emphasis on style over 
substance.” Critics con-

sensus, “An affectionate 
callback to classic horror 
comedies of the '80s, Lisa 
Frankenstein can be fun 
in its own right despite not 
quite measuring up to the 
movies it imitates.”   

Keep in mind critics 
find fault with films.  They 
live up to the definition 
of a critic, “A person who 
expresses an unfavorable 
opinion of something.” 
Maybe it’s me, but this the-
atre manager tends to like a 
film more the less a critic 
does. 

Lisa Frankenstein plays 
at the Windsor Theatre 
Friday, March 8 through 
Thursday, March 14.  
Showtimes are Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, and 
Thursday at 7:00 PM with 
1:00PM matinee on Sun-
day.  Tickets are available 
in advance at www.wind-
sortheatre.com.  Windsor 
bucks, movie passes, and 
punch cards are available to 
purchase. All major credit 
cards are accepted.   

The Windsor Theatre 
Development Corporation 
is a 501.c.3 nonprofit cor-
poration doing business 
as the Windsor Theatre.  

The Windsor Theatre is 
the home of the Franklin 
County Arts Council.  Your 
patronage is greatly ap-
preciated! Make a tax-de-

ductible donation at www.
windsortheatre.com, which 
is needed more than ever 
given movie attendance has 
not been good.

Senior Center to Host 
Cribbage Tournament 

BY JENNIFER BURNHAM 
HAMPTON CHRONICLE 

 The Hampton Senior Center is hosting a cribbage tournament on Saturday, 
March, for players of all ages. 
 The tournament starts at 1 p.m. at the senior center and players will be 
charged 20 dollars at the door. Event organizer Nancy Richard said she’s excited 
for the event, and that she’s been playing cribbage for the last 50 years. 
 “My husband taught me how to play when we first got married in the ‘70s,” 
she said. “You do the math.” 
 Richard added that there’s no need to register before the event — that you can 
simply show up  at 1 p.m. and pay to play at the door. Half of the money raised 
will go toward prizes and the other half will go to the senior center. 
 For questions about the event, contact Richard at 641-257-8730 or 45nan-
cyrichard@gmail.com.

What are you 
grateful for?

The family of Don Springer would like to express its 
deepest gratitude for the many flowers and plants, cards, 
memorials, and kind words of sympathy and encourage-
ment given at the time of Don's passing. 
Thank you to Pastor Burns for a very meaningful ser-

vice, Glenda for playing the organ, women of the church 
for serving a delicious lunch of Don's favorite foods, and 
Woodley Funeral Home for conducting the service. 
We are especially thankful for the excellent care and 

kindness Don received at Franklin General Hospital and 
Franklin General Clinic, the Rehabilitation Center of 
Hampton, and Hospice of North Iowa. 
There are no words that can express our appreciation for 

the many ways we received support from so many people 
at this difficult time. 

-Betty and family 

See BEEDS LAKE:  
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Franklin General Hospital earns prestigious 5-Star 
Rating from the National Rural Rating System

Hampton, Iowa – Franklin Gen-
eral Hospital (FGH) is proud to 
announce that it has been award-
ed a prestigious 5-star rating by 
the National Rural Rating System 
(NRRS), a program recognizing 
dedication and excellence in rural 
healthcare, as well as being named 
to the National Rural Honor Roll.

This esteemed designation is a 
testament to FGH’s dedication to 
delivering high-quality care and 
exceptional patient experiences. 
The NRRS evaluates hospitals 
based on rigorous standards, in-
cluding patient satisfaction, qual-
ity of care, and overall hospital 
performance.

“Being recognized with this 
award is an honor for our team 
and underscores the vital role we 
play in promoting the health and 
well-being of our patients and 
community,” said Kim Price, FGH 
CEO. “Every day, our dedicated 
team strives to meet the needs of 
the whole person, and we are grate-
ful for this acknowledgement of 
our collective efforts.”

The 5-star rating reflects FGH’s 
ongoing commitment to meet the 
unique healthcare needs of the ru-
ral community it serves. This rec-
ognition highlights the hospital's 
success in providing outstanding 
medical services, despite the chal-
lenges often faced by rural health-
care facilities.

The 2025 National Rural Hon-
or Roll honorees, announced each 

November, include rural hospitals 
that have met the highest stan-
dards for patient experience, based 
on cumulative ratings submitted 
by October 31, 2024. This annual 
recognition reinforces NRHA’s 
commitment to supporting and up-
lifting rural health care facilities as 
pillars of their communities.

“These awards really shine a 
spotlight on the heart and hard 
work that our rural hospitals bring 
to their communities,” says Brock 
Slabach, COO of the National 
Rural Health Association. “Ru-
ral healthcare comes with unique 
challenges, and reaching this level 
of excellence shows not only the 

clinical expertise but also the deep 
commitment these hospitals have 
to the people they serve. This rec-
ognition celebrates rural healthcare 
as a source of strength, compas-
sion, and healing—right where it’s 
needed most.”

FGH extends its heartfelt thanks 
to its dedicated team of healthcare 
professionals, whose tireless ef-
forts and unwavering commitment 
to patient care have made this 
achievement possible.

The 5-Star Rating System ranks 
rural and critical access hospi-
tals – with five stars being the top 
ranking and one star being the low-
est. The Star Ratings are like the 

CMS Stars, which allow hospitals/
clinics to promote their success 
and are used as high-quality rec-
ognitions. Most small and rural 
hospitals (60%) do not qualify be-
cause of low number of qualifying 
inpatients for the CMS Rankings 
but are held to the same high pa-
tient satisfaction criteria. This pro-
gram recognizes the hard work, 
and dedication rural and critical 
access hospitals provide across 
the country. The rankings will 
include overnight hospital stays 
(HCAHPS) and are based on data 
collected by certified CMS patient 
satisfaction vendors.

The National Rural Honor Roll 
was created to honor rural and 
critical access hospitals and clin-
ics that consistently deliver ex-
ceptional healthcare, showcasing 
them as leaders in patient-centered 
care within their communities. 
Facilities included on the Honor 
Roll receive recognition for their 
dedication and excellence that sets 
them apart, demonstrating their 
commitment to patient well-being.

For more information visit Ru-
ralRatings.US.

Franklin General Hospital is a 
non-profit critical access hospital 
serving Franklin County and the 
surrounding area. Named a 2024 
Top 20 Critical Access Hospital 
for Best Practice in Patient Satis-
faction, FGH’s staff and specialists 
provide a full continuum of per-
sonalized care to patients. 

Friends of Beeds Lake Push for Improved Water 
Quality 

BY JENNIFER 
BURNHAM 
HAMPTON 

CHRONICLE  

One thing was clear by 
the end of the Dec. 2nd 
Friends of Beeds Lake 
meeting at Center One: 
there is a high interest in 
turning things around at 
Beeds Lake State Park. 

Prior to the regular 
meeting, the board had in-
vited members of the DNR 
staff to have a discussion 
with the public on the wa-
ter quality of the lake. The 
Iowa DNR spoke about the 
current condition of the wa-
ter quality as well as other 
ways they can boost the 
public space. 

According to the DNR 
reps, the water is current-
ly impaired with high lev-
els of indicator bacteria 
(e. coli), turbidity (poor 
water transparency) and 
algal growth (chlorophyll 
a.). The TMDL, Total 
Maximum Daily Load, 
was last calculated at the 
lake in 2008, according to 
DNR reps, but locals at the 
meeting said a more recent 
study had been completed, 
which the reps said they 
would look into after the 
meeting. (A “TMDL” at 
a lake is a calculation that 

determines the maximum 
amount of a specific pollut-
ant a lake can receive with-
out violating water quality 
standards.) 

There’s also excess 
algae and sediment sus-
pended in the water col-
umn, which contributes 
to the poor water clarity. 
DNR reps stated that high 
indicator bacteria (e. coli) 
levels have continued at 
the beach, especially af-
ter large amounts of rain-
fall, and that the position 
of the beach was a part of 
the problem. The DNR said 
moving the current location 
of the beach may be a pos-
sibility to improve bacteria 
levels, if the public feels 
that might be a benefit to 
park users.  

Another issue that was 
discussed was the fact that 
the lake has lost so much 
volume over the last few 
decades, especially in the 
area west of the causeway, 
which acts as a natural bar-
rier to slow down water and 
allow sediments to settle 
out of the water column 
before reaching the eastern 
portion of the lake. A ques-
tion-and-answer session 
followed with locals ask-
ing about the possibilities 
of draining or dredging the 
lake. The DNR responded 

that dredging the area west 
of the causeway could cost 
in excess of $3 million. 

Michelle Balmer, who 
oversees lake restoration 
and water quality improve-
ment for Iowa DNR, said if 
the Friends of Beeds Lake 
group would be interested 
in working on projects like 
moving the beach or add-
ing a kayak lift, the DNR 
could give them ideas for 
how to do that, as they’d 
seen other Friends groups 
do the same for other lakes 
in Iowa. By the end of the 
meeting, locals made it 
clear that they wanted the 
DNR to work on improving 
the water quality, as many 
of them felt that the DNR 

wasn’t doing enough. 
When Balmer pointed 

out the DNR projects in 
the pipeline (dam repair in 
2027/2028 and wastewater 
connection in 2025/2026), 
one local said this was not 
enough, as these projects 
are general maintenance. 

Friends of Beeds Lake 
President Robyn Kofoot 
said she felt the information 
they left with was useful. 

“I think the information 
they gave us was helpful 
because we really didn’t 
know what the numbers 
were in terms of improve-
ment of water quality re-
cently. We learned that the 
efforts in the watershed are 
making a difference, so we 

appreciate those farmers 
and residents,” she said. 
“Of course, we’d love to 
have the state remove silt 
from the west side of the 
causeway and have the lake 
depth returned to a deeper 
level. But we also know that 
the costs associated with 
this are just not realistic for 
our friends group to raise, 
and we don’t fit the criteria 
for current state programs 
because of the size of our 
watershed. So we need to 
look at ways that the com-
munity could benefit most 
from improvements that we 
can work on.” 

Locals and Iowa DNR representatives at the Dec. 2 Friends of Beeds Lake meeting at 
Center One


