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 club member of the month

Callison

 901 5th St., Durant, IA 52747
           563-785-4482          563-785-4482

Member FDIC

Senior Lauren Callison is 
the president of the Na-
tional Honor Society this 
year and enjoys the winter 
festival that is sponsored 
by the NHS for local chil-
dren. As president, Cal-
lison wants to make an 
impact on the students and 
local community through 
acts of service.

Barks & Bubbles Dog of the Month
Jen Orr 

608 5th St. Apt A
Durant, Iowa 52747

(563) 260-8923
Barksandbubblesdogspaw@gmail.com

Professional dog

“Teddy”

groomer

Today’s Dentistry coach of the month 

Tappendorf

502 9th Ave.
Durant, IA 52747
(563) 785-4541

Coach Tracy Tappendorf has been lead-
ing the cross country team for six years. 
She got into coaching the sport because 
she wanted to spend time with students 
outside of the classroom. One goal that 
she has this year is for the boys’ team to 
qualify for the state meet. What she en-
joys most about cross country is sharing 
the laughs and making memories with the 
runners. 

 The worlds of sport and the mil-
itary are filled with modern day tales of 
honor, brotherhood, and competition. 
 At Durant High School, that 
same creed can be found in a modern ren-
dition of the arenas of ages past. It is the 
cause of artificial animosities and cantan-
kerous claims, the ultimate showdown of 
skill and strategy, and the robbery of your 
opponent’s mastery of strategic phyloge-
ny.
 Mobile video games! 
 Senior Gus Thoma has been 
playing mobile games since 2017 and is 

one of the biggest local 
players of Brawl Stars, 
the most recent fad to 
sweep through the high 
school. Thoma plays 
Brawl Stars for about 
an hour each day, 
mainly during school 
as a way to relieve 

boredom. 
 Although Thoma said he doesn’t 
let mobile games get in the way of his 
school work, I have seen other brawlers 
who let their addiction to the game get the 
best of them. 
 Mobile video games gained 
traction with the populace in 2009 with 
perhaps one of the biggest, if not most 
recognizable, single-player mobile games 
ever released, Angry Birds, where players 
used a variety of birds to pick off pigs for 
points.
 In another popular game, Temple 
Run, players ran forward collecting gold 
and dodging obstacles, trying to escape an 
evil monkey. 
 Next was Jetpack Joyride, a 
side-scrolling game where players rode 
a jetpack through hazards and collected 
gold, with the end goal of getting the far-
thest away from the start. 
 And then there was Subway 
Surfers, where you dodged obstacles and 
collected gold, all the while trying to es-
cape a security guard with his little dog. 
 Flappy Bird was a simple game 
where you tapped the screen to keep a bird 
afloat in the air in an effort to achieve the 
farthest distance while timing your taps 
to dodge dangerous pipes that could reset 
your progress. 
 The game makes you hungry for 
victory and can make an hour seem like 
a minute. The creator wiped it from the 
App Store less than a year after its release. 
Maybe some  players were getting so ad-
dicted it made them question their place in 
the universe. 
 The rise of the Supercell games, 
which had their golden era in the latter half 
of the 2010’s, is what mainly dominates 
the stage of mobile games nowadays. One 
of the first, Clash Royale, offered such an 
in-depth strategy system that it hailed its 
own Esports league.  
 Offering over 100 different 
cards to defeat the opposing player, Clash 
Royale is a game that rewards strategy and 
quick thinking. 
 Although our parents may think 
we are wasting our youths on mindless 
phone games, they don’t realize that 
Brawl Stars and other mobile games are 
teaching us lesssons of cunning, sacrifice, 
and brotherhood. These games inspire 
hope and pride in our hearts as we fight 
for glory and honor.
 All before the final bell! 

New curriculum improves scores

es she could have taught her prior students 
with a more structured curriculum. She had 
the pleasure of watching her first kindergar-
ten class graduate in May.
 “I wish I could go back and have 
you guys again,” she said, adding that she 
felt like she was “just flailing out there” in 
her first year of teaching.
 As part of intervention efforts, the 
elementary school introduced the Multi- 
Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) for 
grades kindergarten through sixth grade, as 
well as periodic reading tests known as the 
Formative Assessment System for Teachers 
(FAST).
 “A few years back in the elementa-
ry, we received a negative designation from 
the state and so part of the way to approach 
that negative designation was how could we 
better service our students,” said Elementary 
Principal Mrs. Rebecca Stineman.
 “So we were in the process of put-
ting in a new universal instruction or a new 

Photo by Cohen Jepsen 
Kindergarten teacher Mrs. Kris Daufeldt 
writes on her whiteboard at the end of 
the school year in May.

Mobile game 
fever spreads 
through DHS

Cohen Jepsen

By Garrett Pearlman
 In 2018, kindergarten teacher Mrs. 
Kris Daufeldt was “devastated” to hear that 
Durant elementary school was designated as 
a school in need of assistance partly because 
of low reading scores.
 Fast forward three years.
 The elementary school implement-
ed a new curriculum and an intervention 
system that substantially raised its overall 
performance score by almost 50 percent. In 
2018, the elementary school scored 42.3 out 
of 100. In 2021, that score jumped to 62.34, 
easily topping the state average of 54.7, 
according to data from the state education 
department’s Iowa School Performance Pro-
files.
 Recently, the Iowa Legislature 
passed House File 2618 that requires parents 
to be informed via written notice if students 
aren’t reading proficiently. HF 2618 gives 
students personalized reading programs if 
they aren’t reaching the benchmarks until 
they are able to get back to grade level. The 
bill also allows parents to hold back their 
children in elementary school if they aren’t 
reading up to grade level. 
 Mrs. Daufeldt felt like the elemen-
tary school has been proactive and is already 
a step ahead of HF 2618.
 “We already have a plan, so it feels 
good,” said Mrs. Daufeldt.
 When Mrs. Daufeldt started teach-
ing kindergarten at Durant 13 years ago, she 
was just given a binder full of worksheets 
that helped with the alphabet and sounds. 
Now she works on phonics, letter sounds, 
letter recognition, and the ability to break up 
a sound.
 “There wasn’t like a map to 
say these are the skills they need before 
they leave you [kindergarten],” said Mrs. 
Daufeldt. “I just feel like I have a map now, 
and I know what I’m doing. I feel like I’m 
meeting everybody’s needs.” 
 Looking back, Mrs. Daufeldt wish-

curriculum.”
 FAST testing happens three times a 
year during the fall, winter, and spring,
 If most students are not able to 
reach a certain percentage in testing, a class-
wide intervention occurs during universal 
instruction. 
 However, if a few students miss 
expected benchmarks, those struggling stu-
dents are given additional group instruction.
 Parents are notified when their stu-
dents don’t meet the expected benchmarks. 
This notification includes their students’ 
scores, the benchmark score, how far away 
their students are from the benchmark, and 
how it is being handled in the classroom. 
 “I think we try to be as transparent 
as possible; nothing that we do here should 
be a shock to parents, and parents can talk 
freely to their teachers at any time at our 
school,” Mrs. Stineman said. 
 “We try to make sure we’re com-
municating all the time [about] what’s hap-
pening in the classroom.”
 The school can also provide more 
intensive one-on-one instruction with an at 
risk interventionist, Mrs. Mindy Kahl.
 Students are monitored weekly if 
they don’t end up hitting the benchmark to 
see if the intervention method is working.  
 “If it’s not being effective, then we 
change up the intervention, or we change 
what we’re doing in hopes that it’ll benefit 
the student,” said Mrs. Stineman.  
 During interventions, teachers 
group up students to work with them on a 
more personal level, giving them more spe-
cific skills to focus on. Each group is given 
the same plan to work on together.
 Under HF 2618, the Iowa Legisla-
ture requires personalized reading programs 
for struggling students. However, the ele-
mentary school does break struggling stu-
dents into groups initially.
 “So that’s what we’re waiting on 
the legislation is if we need to separate it out 
per person,” said Mrs. Stineman. “So what 
we’re waiting on is to see if that particular 
plan is sufficient, or do we need to have stu-
dent A’s plan, student B’s plan, or student C’s 
plan.” 
 Mrs. Stineman said parents also 
play a crucial role in reading instruction.
 “Putting books in kids’ hands, read-
ing, and talking to kids is critical,” said Mrs. 
Stineman. 
 “Just that interaction, verbal lan-
guage interaction is important.”

Since knowing is so 
important, we joined other 

newspapers in Iowa and 
also publish our public 

notices online.

YOU DON’T KNOW...

You don’t know what

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

FIND IOWA NOTICES ONLINE AT
www.iowanotices.org

Wilton High School Wilton High School 
45th Class Reunion45th Class Reunion

Class of 19791979
Saturday, Sept. 21

 5 p.m. 
Meet at the Candy Kitchen 

310 Cedar St., Wilton, IA
6:30 p.m.

 Axe & Oak Whiskey House 
117 W. 4th St., Wilton, IA

For a evening of fun and reminiscing all 
our memories over the last 45 years.
Full menu is available to order.

WILTON CITYWIDE
GARAGE SALE

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7 • 8 AM - 2PM

Register today for a 
citywide garage sale map 

listing or an Elder Park 
Market booth space.

MAP LISTING $10
BOOTH SPACE $10

Deadline: Sept 2, 2024

wiltoniowa.org

She also has an endorsement in teach-
ing reading and language arts.

Husband Jake has been teaching 
physical education and health since 1997 
in Wilton Elementary and the couple 
has two children, daughter Peyton, a ju-
nior at Cornell studying studio art while 
playing softball for the Rams, and Cade, 
17, a senior at Wilton and a four-sport 
athlete.

Emily Takes
Growing up in rural Iowa in Urbana 

north of  Cedar Rapids, Emily Takes 
wanted to teach in a smaller community 
and smaller school district. She found it 
in Wilton, where the fifth-year educator 
will teach second grade. 

“I love the family feel in smaller 
schools and when I went to interview, it 
felt like home to me,” Takes said.

After earning a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and an endorse-
ment in kindergarten through eighth 
grade reading at the University of  
Northern Iowa, Takes began her career 
at Starmont Elementary teaching third 
grade and then taught the same grade at 
Linn-Mar Bowman Woods Elementary 
for three years. 

Takes says she looks forward to meet-
ing the staff, families, students and get-
ting acquainted in the community.

Kyle Schveiger
The new seventh and eighth grade 

science teacher in Wilton is Cornell Col-
lege graduate Kyle Schveiger, a Maquo-
keta native who graduated from Andrew 
High School.

He majored in history, psychology and 
music at Cornell but earned a master of  
the arts in military history from Nor-
wich University and later gained mas-
ter’s of  education in secondary educa-
tion from Grand Canyon University.

Schveiger said he discovered a passion 
for education late in life in 2016 after 
serving in the food service and transpor-
tation management business. He served 
as coring director for Parson Education 
in Iowa City for seven years, substitute 
teaching at North Cedar, Springville 
Mt. Vernon and Olin for four years be-
fore completing his student teaching at 
North Cedar in social studies in 2019. 
He’s taught junior high science, social 
studies, psychology, war history, sports 
history and middle school science while 
also teaching a military history class at 
Kirkwood Community College. 

Schveiger said he chose Wilton be-
cause of  the community, its reputation, 
growing enrollment and he teachers 
who he interviewed with, calling them 
“fantastic educators and people” who 
made him feel welcome. 

“I hope to bring my own experiences 
into the classroom, hands on learning, 
student interests and preferences, cur-
rent science events and different strate-
gies in learning,” he said, noting every 
student learns and retains differently 
so he the curriculum will continually 
evolve based on the needs and interests 

of  students.
Schveiger also likes the fact there is 

a strong sense of  teamwork in Wilton, 
both in the school and science depart-
ment, something that was scarce in his 
last position.

A single man with a rescue dog named 
Churro, Schveiger is one of  four chil-
dren and says he enjoys traveling, gar-
dening, playing the piano, sitting around 
a campfire and simply watching a good 
movie while he also loves reading and 
researching Earth science and history, 
with particular interest in antiquity and 
World War II.

Ryan Hand
Coming back home was important to 

new Wilton Junior High School special 
education teacher Ryan Hand, bringing 
nine years of  experience to the position.

A former level 1 special education 
teacher at North Scott School District 
in Eldridge for three years, Hand began 
his career in the Cedar Rapids School 
District, where he played a role with 
self-contained behavior focus classroom 
teaching for grades 3-6 students for six 
years in an alternative school.

A WHS graduate in 2009, Hand earned 
a BA degree from Grand View Univer-
sity and masters from Morningside 
University and brings what he calls “di-
verse teaching background and skills” 
he learned through his career.

Hand said he also brings with him 
“hometown pride” that he believes will 
help him in Wilton and in the school 
district. He can’t wait to start working 
with his students to “reach their goals 
and help them become the best version 
of  themselves.”

Hand said he’s wanted to return to 
Wilton for several years and said a com-
bination of  the right job opening and 
his son, Forrest, starting kindergarten 
made the timing “perfect” to return to 
Wilton.

Together with his wife, Alecia, the 
couple has two children, which also in-
cludes a daughter, Codi, who is three. 
The family also has three pet dogs, Athe-
na, Storm and Maverick.

Kayla Gerard
An Iowa State University graduate in 

English and secondary education, Kayla 
Gerard will teach high school language 
arts after starting her career as a stu-
dent teacher in Calumus-Wheatland 
School District, where she taught sev-
enth and eighth grade English.

Originally from DeWitt, Gerard 
picked Wilton because of  the “welcom-
ing small-town atmosphere” as well as 
the excellent school staff.

She claims to offer a “genuine care for 
each student” and is committed to help-
ing students succeed and “will do ev-
erything I can to support their achieve-
ment.” 

“As the new school year begins, I am 
excited about getting to know the stu-
dents and becoming part of  the Wilton 
community,” she said.

Continued from page 1

WILTON: Souhadra brings 
experience from West Branch district

BACK TO SCHOOL

A third generation teacher, Brown 
has a twin brother named Colby and 
Winnie, a Springer Spaniel. 

“I have a lot of  enthusiasm and pas-
sion for learning and teaching,” she 
said in taking her first full-time posi-
tion.

Brown says the support of  the small 
town in the Durant district is “great,” 
and says she “truly enjoys” working 
with the staff, students and commu-
nity. She says she can’t wait to “meet 
my students.”

An avid reader and watercolor en-
thusiast, Brown is also a passionate 
bicyclist, participating in three RAG-
BRAI events while also enjoying out-
door activities like tennis, hiking and 
traveling. She’s also been involved in 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters program 
for the past three years.

Jasmine Westfall
A University of  Northern Iowa edu-

cation graduate, Westfall will be en-
tering her own classroom for the first 

time this school year in Durant as a 
sixth grade teacher.

She’s had some experience as a stu-
dent teacher in Waterloo’s Lou Henry 
Middle School as well as a third grade 
classroom at an elementary school in 
Dike.

A Tipton native, she’s delighted to 
land a position close to home with her 
husband, Michael, who is employed 
with Purina in manufacturing. 

“I love the smaller school districts,” 
Westfall said. “I was so thrilled when I 
got the position.”

She said relationships are so im-
portant in building a great classroom 
environment and said teaching in a 
small district is like “family,” pointing 
out she can get to know the students 
and their talents. “I knew I’d have that 
opportunity in Durant.”

Westfall says one of  her greatest 
strengths is “always prioritizing” as 
well as building relationships with 
students and their parents. 

She can’t wait to meet her students 
and anticipates they will grow in 
knowledge in her class throughout the 
year. 

Continued from page 1

DURANT: Brown is a 
third generation teacher

The 15th annual West Liberty 
American Legion Post 509 golf  tour-
nament is set for Friday, Sept. 20 and 
members are seeking individuals and 
teams interested in participating.

The four-person best-shot event be-
gins at 9 a.m. at West Liberty County 
Club south of  West Liberty. 

Special prizes will be awarded for 
the longest drive, longest putt and a 
hole-in-one on a special green. There 
will also be a number of  door prizes. 

Anyone interested in more informa-
tion should contact Mike Calvin at 
319-359-8585. Kevin Minor is Legion 
commander. Funds will aid the Legion 
and their work in the community. 

Calvin said he tournament is one of  
the biggest fundraisers of  the year for 
the Legion while it also gives veterans, 
Legion and Sons of  the American Le-
gion members an opportunity “to build 
some camaraderie” as they play in the 
event. Anyone is welcome o participate. 

West Liberty Legion golf tournament is Sept. 20

By Robin Opsahl
Iowa Capital Dispatch

     
U.S. Rep. Mariannette Miller-

Meeks spoke in favor of  carbon di-
oxide pipelines as a way to aid Iowa’s 
ethanol production industry with an 
environmentally conscious impact.

Miller-Meeks, the Republican rep-
resentative for Iowa’s 1st Congres-
sional District, spoke about pipelines 
and other renewable fuel efforts sup-
ported by the Conservative Climate 
Caucus. She, alongside Republican 
Reps. Randy Weber of  Texas, Doug 
Lamborn of  Colorado and Brett 
Guthrie of  Kentucky — fellow cau-
cus members — visited the Chevron 

Renewable Energy Group in Newton, 
Aug. 15, as part of  a trip to Iowa focused 
on increasing affordable, low-emission 
energy options.

““I would say from the climate stand-
point, if  we’re not growing ethanol here 
in the U.S., and that increases the share 
from Brazil, they will cut down rainfor-
ests, and that is not environmentally 
friendly to do,” Miller-Meeks said. “So 
it makes sense in Iowa.”

Much of  the pushback over the car-
bon pipeline project has come from the 
use of  eminent domain. Miller-Meeks 
said the use of  eminent domain is a 
“state issue, not a federal issue,” but 
said the ideal is for a “limited amount 
of  involuntary easements.”

Miller-Meeks says carbon pipelines will help Iowa ethanol


